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Lesson Calendar 


Second Quarter 

7. May 14.—* Lo, We Turn to the Gentiles 

8. May 21.—The Cripple of Lystra. . . ra 

9 May 28.+The Council at Jerusalem... .. . . Acts 15: 1-35 

10. June 4.—The Call of the West . . . Acts 15 : 36 to 16.: 1g 

it. June 11. -Sowing and Reaping (‘'emperance Lesson. . . Gal. 6 

Ur Whitsuntide Lesson : ‘The Revealing of the Spitit . .1 Cor 2 

12 June 18.—‘lhe Philippian Jailor ... ....-.. Acts 16 : 16-40 
13 June 25.—Review: The Phinppian Chris- 

I ihe Be Se to Jodo tebin, 6 Read Phil. 1: t-11; 4: 1-9 


. . Acts 13 : 13-52 
Acts 14 


Third. Quarter 


1 July 2.—Paul at Thessalonica and Berea .... . Acts 17: 1-1 

2. July 9.—The Thessalonian Christians, 1 Vhess. 1; 2: 17-20 4: 13-1 

ee ae oe See Acts 17 : 16-34 

4. July 23.—Paul at Corinth... ......... _ Acts 18 ; 1-22 

5. Jul. 30.—The Word of the Cross ...... 1Cor.1r:1to2:5§ 

6. August 6.—The Greatest Thing in the 2 
World (Temperance Lesson) .........-. 1 Cor. 13 
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“He Shall Speak Peace unto 


the Nations” 
(Zechariah 9 : 10) 


By Lila V. Walters 


STORMY sea! Waves dashing high! 
The frail boat rocks upon the deep. 
(How can the Lord unconscious lie, 
Head pillowed, in the stern—asleep ?) 


The winds sweep down on Galilee, 
And fiercer grows the storm, until 
Strong men cry out in fear! Then He, 
In conscious power, speaks: ‘‘ Peace, be 
still.”’ 


A world war-wrecked! In fury tossed 
By storms of rage and jeaious hate! 

(The Lord unmindful of the cost ; 
Unheeding—till it be too late !) 


Yet say not so! He hears the cry— 

And still “ He maketh wars to cease.” 
The crucible is ’neath his eye. 

In his own time “ He shall speak peace.” 








Not Our Way 


God’s spoiling of our plans is often his greatest 
kindness toward us. Just suppose we could have our 
way through life! A Christian worker set out on a 
sea voyage for God, having prayed much about the 
matter, and having for the voyage a plan that he be- 
lieved would greatly honor God. The trip worked 
out in a way utterly different from that which he had 
hoped for and expected. For a while it was a time 
of as severe testing as he had ever had in his life. De- 
scribing the experience afterward, he said : ‘Oh yes, 
we had a prosperous voyage, but aof my way. When 
God doesn’t do a thing our way, we think he isn't 


doing it at all."’ That was the temptation that sorely 
beset this Christian worker, as he saw his plans col- 
lapsing. Now he looks back upon that voyage as 
one of the most marvelous blessings of his life. It 
was prosperous beyond all his petty plans for pros- 
perity. May we more and more praise God for His 
spoiling of our plans, remembering that it is the 
things ‘which entered not into the heart of man’’ 
that ‘* God has prepared for them that love them.”’ 


x 
Is Atheism Worse ? 


It is out of date to deny that God exists, ‘‘ Athe- 
ists ?’’ said a preacher in a recent sermon, ‘Oh, 
no. We're too polite for that in these days. We 
just bow God out of our homes, our offices, our busi- 
nesses, our lives.’"’ And is the man who, recognizing 
the existence of God, then gives God no place in his 
life, better off than an atheist? Real life begins for 
us only when we let God himself become our life. To 
know that God is, and to reject him, marks us as 
lower down than those who may have honest doubts 
that he is. And all the while God's supreme desire 
is to flood our lives with his own joy, his own power, 
his own holiness through Christ as our Saviour and 
Life. If, instead of ‘* bowing him out,’’ we bow 
before him in adoration, surrender, and trust, he will 
turn life for us into a miracle of heaven now on earth. 


a. 


“* Sufficient Number Two” 

God sees to it—and so does Satan—that every 
day has all we can stand of testing. There are 
enough problems, difficulties, troubles in each day to 
relieve us from any need of taking on the difficulties 
of to-morrow. Christ himself reminds us that «suffi- 
cient unto the day is the evil thereof.’’ A Chicago 
layman, who for years past has been mightily used 
of God to the blessing of scores of thousands the 
world over, writes to a friend : ‘* Ever since last fall 
I have had to keep looking to the Lord more earn- 
estly than usual for daily help and strength.’’ Then 
he goes on to say that he is ‘‘so glad that He didn’t 
leave ‘sufficient number two’ out of the Bible. Not 
only ‘Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof,’ but 


< 


The Little Rift 


ANTE GABRIEL ROSSETTI, the English poet 
and painter, tells of his being visited by a man 
advanced in years, who asked his opinion of a 

series of drawings he submitted to him. Rossetti 
looked over them and then with much gentleness told 
his visitor that they seemed to him to have no value 
either as works of the imagination or for their techni- 
cal execution, The man then brought out another 
series, and asked Rossetti’s opinion of these. The 
poet was at once struck with the freshness and evident 
promise of the second series, and said that they had 
great merit, but that they must be the work of quite 
a young man, ‘‘Mr. Rossetti,’’ said his visitor, ‘I 
was that young man.”’ 

The two series had the same author, but the vision 
and the inspiration of his youth had passed away from 
him, leaving only the wreck of hopes and powers he 
once had possessed. 

This sad story has parallels in the spiritual life of 
men. Many a career has excited hopes which thus 
have ended only in disappointment. To many have 
been given visions and insights, which lasted for a 
time, but were lost through unfaithfulnéss to God's 
calling and the responsibilities it brought. If we 
could spread out visibly the results of its earlier and 
later years, these would be as painful to our sight as 


‘ My grace is sufficient for thee.’'’ And the second 
‘«Sufficient’’ is greater than the first. The ‘‘evil,”’ 
the testing, is limited : His grace is as limitless and 
infinite as Christ himself. 


x 
Are You ‘Nothing Special" ? 


We long to offer God something worth while in 
our service for him. And we are discouraged be- 
cause, as we look over our life, we find so little there 
that is worth while. John Hay of Edinburgh, re- 
cently telling a Christian audience in the United 
States of God’s marvelous guidance and blessings in 
the work of the Inland South America Missionary 
Union, described a thrilling experience of guidance 
and supernatural intervention ; and, explaining his 
own temptation to discouragement and unbelief while 
in the midst of this, he said : ‘‘I was nothing special. 
But it's for the folks who are nothing special that 
God works. The folks that are special don't need 
God."’ So you and I can count confidently on God's 
mighty works in us and through us, if we are sure of 
our weakness and our insignificance, Our unswerv- 
ing confidence is Christ's own word to us, '* My 
power is made perfect in weakness.”* 


ax 


A Companionship Agreement 
Only to the extent that a Christian is ‘‘ mission- 
ary’’ will he realize the companionship of his in- 
dwelling Lord. A missionary minister said recently, 
‘¢Our Lord is often quoted as saying, ‘Lo, I am with 
you always. He did not say that. He said, ‘Go 
. . make disciples of all the nations... : and lo, I 
am with you.’ The promise is in direct connection 
with the commission. It is true, of course, that the 
indwelling Christ is ever with the born-again believer, 
even if that one is not doing his Lord s will. But 
‘‘without obedient stepping torward we fail of the 
companionship of our missionary Lord,’’ says F. A. 
Steven of the China Inland Mission in writing of 
‘*God’s Order with His Servants.’’ Let us take the 
obedient step forward that says, ‘*Yes, Lord,"’ in 
answer to his missionary command, and ‘‘I am with 


you’’ is then his personal word to us. 


< 


Within the Lute 


Rossetti says he found those two series of drawings, in 
their exhibit of a career wasted and a talent thrown 
away. 

There can be no reason to doubt the source and the 
value of the endowments of the earlier life in such 
cases, They were not delusions, whatever their pos- 
sessor in later years may be led to think them. God 
is a bountiful giver, and his kingdom never languishes 
for want of the manifold gifts which men require to 
use for its advancement. , Upon: all who come into 
filial relations with him he bestows fitness for some 
especial service, and calls them to work worthy of 
them and honoring to himself. Those who have the 
eyes to see and the heart to understand what is going 
on in his Church, know that wisdom and strength, and 
the power to win and to retain others, are ever among 
the gifts which lie in that open hand out of which the 
Psalmist saw every living thing nourished (Psa. 145 : 
16). Some rise to the calling those gifts lay upon 
them. The lapse of the years does not enfeeble or 
diminish the exercise of their powers. They «still 
bring forth fruit in old age,’’ while merely natural 
capacities begin to fade and languish. For they 
are ‘*planted in the house of the Lord’’ (Psa. g2: 
13, 14). 

Why is it otherwise with those whose achievements 
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stand in no relation to their ibilities? What made 
that double exhibit so painful to Rossetti? It was not 
a natural decay which made the man no longer ca 
ble of what ‘fie had done in his youth. A wasted life 
had resulted in the waste of powers. Somewhere in 
that life there had been a cankerworm at work, first 
welcomed, and then allowed to dominate the man’s 
character, until what was best in him was lost, and 
his substance had been wasted as had that of the 
prodigal. Whatever the dark and evil things he had 
stooped to, they had made it impossible for him to 
rise to what he had been in the days of his youthful 
promise, There was nothing arbitrary about it,— 
nothing but a fresh illustration of the old law of reap- 
ing as you sow. 

Paul says‘of the divine dealings with Israel that 
‘¢the gifts and the calling of God are without repent- 
ance’’ (Rom. 11:29) Men may thrust back his 
full hands, but he never draws them back. So the 
fall of a man from the vision and the service of his 
youth are not through any slackness on God's part. 
His wish and purpose are to have us enjoy to the end 
the warmth of heart, the readiness of hand and tongue, 
and the joyful efficiency, which came to us at the first, 
when our hearts burned within us at his presence. 
The fault has been ours,—in our putting small things 
before the great, in giving way to self-conceit, which 
Dr. Arnold says is a source of every weakness, or to 
our jealousies and grudges, or our falling under the 
dominion of the flesh, One thing or another swerves 
us from the plain line of duty,—often a thing that in 
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its beginning seems allowable, innocent, or even 
laudable, but which ~ Km flow of divine life in 
our hearts, if not completely, yet to an extent which 
lowers our energy, stunts our growth, and checks our 
usefulness. It may not end in the ruin of our life, 
but it does in that of our effective service in God's 
kingdom. 

There was no hope for Rossetti’s spoiled artist ; but 
there is always hope for God's spoiled servants. His 
gracious power of renewal can find and touch those 
who to our perception are hopeless failures. In vital 
ways they can be fitted for his uses, and sent forth 
anew on his errands. ‘‘ His gifts are without repent- 
ance."" Just as he yet will recall his ancient people 
Israel from their backslidings and their wanderings, 
and make them the chief in the great work of con- 
verting the world to the Saviour they have rejected, 
so he can take the failures among his workers and 
make them fit for what they will find gladsome and 
ennobling. 

‘«Behold, I make all things new,'’ he says ‘‘ who 
sitteth upon the throne’’ (Rev. 21:5). Renewal is 
the great thronefast law of his activity in dealing with 
his creatures. He is neither a patcher nor a mender. 
He is the potter in whose hand the vessel may be 
be marred, —yet not to be mended, but to be ‘‘ made 
again another vessel, as seemed good’’ to him. So 
we all, in every stage of our spiritual or unspiritual 
experience, can cast ourselves upon his renewing power 
for merciful transformation into what will please him 
to have us, 





Pupils or Scholars in Sunday-School ? 


Why are those who attend Sunday-school referred to as 
scholars, and those who attend secular schools referred to 
as pupils ?—A ‘TENNESSEE INQUIRER. 

There is no more reason for saying ‘‘scholar"’ 
than ‘‘ pupil"’ in connection with the Sunday-school. 
The term ‘‘Sunday-school scholar’’ has been used 
almost universally ; but ‘‘ pupil’ is a better word for 
some reasons, ‘‘Scholar’’ is often used of ‘one 
distinguished for the pursuit and possession of knowl- 
edge ; a learned person of high attainments.’’ ‘‘A 
Bible scholar'’ has come to mean a very different 
thing from ‘‘a Bible pupil.’" The word * pupil’’ 
goes back to the Latin pupus, boy, and pupa, girl. 
So pupil is properly understood of the younger mem- 
bers of both Sunday-school and day-school ; as the 
Standard Dictionary points out, it is commonly dis- 
tinguished from the word *‘student,"’ or one studying 
in a higher institution, Thus we refer to students in 
high school, college, or university ; and pupils in 
elementary, grammar, or grade schools, In relation 
to the Sunday-school, The Sunday School ‘Times has 
thought it better to use the term Sunday-school pupils, 
thus avoiding the ‘‘scholarly”’ intimation of the term 
scholar; and when referring to adult Bible classes the 
simple word ‘‘member’’ is convenient. 


Pad 
Why Did God Permit Sin? 


Would you please answer the following question : Why 
did God permit sin in the first place ?—AN OH10 SEEKER. 


God permitted sin because it was des¢to permit sin. 
He could not have expressed his love and wisdom as 
he has done, he could not have worked out his best 
plans for his created universe, unless he had done 
just what he did in permitting sin. We know this, 
because we know something of what the character and 
the wisdom of God are,—perfect and infinite. 

God permitted sin because it was mecessary to per- 
mit sin, From what we know, again, of God and his 
love and wisdom, we can rest assured that he would 
not have permitted sin unless it had been necessary. 
It is not difficult for us to understand that, if man was 
to be made in God's image and with free-will, while 
yet not being actually of the Deity himself, it was 
necessary that man should have the awfu! privilege of 
choosing between evil and righteousness. 

Finally, we may be sure that we cannot know in 
this life just why God permitted sin. And we do not 
have toknow. ‘For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
neither are your ways my ways, saith Jehovah’’ (Isa. 
55:8). God has permitted sin ; and God has pro- 
vided a complete and sufficient Way of escape from 
sin in his Son our Saviour Jesus Christ. - «*O the 





depth of the riches both of the wisdom and the 
knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judg- 


ments, and his ways past tracing out! For whohath 
known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his 
counsellor ? or who hath first given to him, and it 
shall be recompensed unto him again? For of him, 
and through him, and unto him, are all things. To 
him be the glory for ever’? (Rom. 11 :33-36). 


a“ 
Will All Jews be Saved ? 


In The Lesson Pilot for the April 2 lesson you say: 
** What God did for the Jesus-persecuting Saul he will do 
for the entire race of Jesus-persecuting Jews. And what 
God then did through the Christ-filled Paul, apostle to 
the Gentiles, it is believed God will later do through the 
Christ-filled Jews, when they become apostles and mis- 
sionaries to the Gentiles of the whole world.”’ 

Do you mean to include past generations of Jews? And 
will those who are now dead have a chance of redemption 
at Christ's second coming? If the Jews, why not the 
Gentiles also, as God is no respecter of persons.—AN 
IOWA READER. 

At the coming of Christ the Jews as a nation will 
acknowledge him as their Saviour and King. Whether 
this means that every individual Israelite then living 
will turn to Christ and be saved is not made clear, It 
zs clear that this conversion does not refer to the gen- 
erations of Jews that have gone before, and that have 
rejected Christ. And it isa solemn fact that the Bible 
offers not a ray of hope that rejecters of God in this 
life will have another opportunity to receive forgive- 
ness. If there were a thousand further opportunities 
the lost ones doubtless would still be rejecters of God. 

God has promised to Israel great earthly prosperity, 
the return to their own land, ‘their conversion to their 
Messiah, Jehovah-Jesus, and the giving of life to 
other nations through them. God's promises to Abra- 
ham and to David regarding Israel's future are with- 
out repentance, and will be literally fulfilled, in spite 
of the fact that the vast majority of the children of 
Abraham according to the flesh have been and are 
lost men. 

‘« If the number of the children of Israel be as the 
sand of the sea, it is the remnant that shall be saved’"’ 
(Rom. 9: 27). 

«* But it is not as though the word of God hath come 
to nought. For they are not all Israel, that are of 
Israel : neither, because they are Abraham's seed, are 
they all children’’ (Rom. 9 : 6, 7). 

This faithful ‘‘remnant’’ has been the true Israel, 
and is to-day, for ‘‘at this present time also there is 
a remnant.according to the election of grace’’ (Rom. 
11:5). Because of the faithful remnant God has had 
mercy on Israel, just as he has mercy on the world 
to-day because of the ‘‘salt of the earth,’’ his church. 

But the day is coming,—after the fulness of the 


‘the Jews (Rom. 11 :°25, 26 
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Gentiles is come in and our Lord returns in glory,— 
when ‘‘all Israel shall be saved’’ and ungodli 
shall be turned away from Jacob, the earthly nation o 
Then, in the Scriptural 
order of ‘‘the Jew first,’ all the world will be reached 
for Christ through this final return to God of the 
Chosen People. , 


a 
Is There a Divine Spark in All Men? 


1 often hear preachers say that God sees something in 
man which He can | to and work upon to bring 
them to himself—a Divine ark or something of the Holy 
Spirit—the light that lighteth every one that cometh into 
the world. I can see only the weed of the sinner which 
appvals to God, and the ou/ward work of the Spirit to 
convince of sin. —A MARYLAND INQUIRER. 

The wages of sin.is death. Death is the loss of the 
life of God,—that is, separation from God. If all 
men had in them ‘‘a Divine spark,"’ or a little of the 
life of God, no matter how little it was, there would 
be no need of a new birth in order that they be saved. 
But the spiritual and eternal life of God has gone out 
from. him,—it was completely lost by man when 
‘*through one man sin entered into the world, and 
death through sin; and so death passed unto all men, 
for that all sinned’’ (Rom. 5 : 12). If there were ‘‘a 
Divine spark '’ in every man, all that God would need 
to do would be to fan into a full flame the divine 
spark already there. God would not need to bring 
into the life of any man something, new, but simply 
build up that which was there. The common and 
popular idea of the universal ‘ Divine spark’’ ignores 
and rejects the need of every man to be born again 
and thus to receive, by regeneration, the life of God. 

It is not pleasant to the pride of natural man to 
admit that he has nothing of God in him. But if he 
has something of the actual life of God in him, then 


‘ God the Father and God the Son were mistaken in 


supposing that the death of the Son was necessary. 
That is the devilishness of this common and popular 
mistake. For Christ by A/és death paid the death- 
penalty of sinful man, and by his outpoured life made 
it possible for man, when believing on Him, to re- 
ceive again the very life of. God as man’s. own life 
through Christ his Saviour. 

Christ is indeed ‘the true light, even the light 
which Jighteth every man coming into.the world’’ 


*@ohn 1:9); but this Light, Christ, is not within un- 


saved men ; he is without, ready and eager to shed 
the light of the only way of salvation upon the sin- 
darkened mind of every unsaved man. The Holy 
Spirit shows men their hopelessly lost condition, not 
by showing them that there is some good within 
themselves, but that there is no good there, and that 
their only hope:is to receive Him who alone is good, 
God, through Christ their Saviour. 


<< 
Baptized Into What Name? 


‘There is a widespread movement here in the Middle 
West to baptize over again in the ‘name of Jesus"’ only, 
no matter if they have been baptized as children or in 
older age according to Matthew 28 : 19, ‘‘ baptizing them 
into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit." Now of course they ignore this quoted 
passage and go to the Acts, where it is mentioned only 
in the ‘name of Jesus’’.or in the ‘‘name of the Lord.”’ 
They lay special stress on Acts 2: 38, and several have 
testified that they have spoken in tongues the very moment 
they came out of the water. Why is the Trinity men- 
tioned only once, and in the practise of the apostles only 
Jesus’ name is used?—A WISCONSIN SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
WORKER. 

The name of Jesus carries with it all the power of 
the triune God, for ‘‘in him dwelleth all the fulness 
of the Godhead bodily ’’ (Col, 2 :9). 

His disciple’s request that he show them the Father 
brought from Jesus the startlingly definite reply, 
‘He that hath seen me hath seen the Father’’ (John 
14:9). When John in the Revelation prophesied, 
‘they shall see his face ; and his name shall be on 
their foreheads’’ (Rev. 22:4), that name and that 
face revealed God in all his fulness, and doubtless 
are the name and face of Jesus, when we shall ‘‘see 
him as he is.”” 

It may well be, therefore, that the disciples in 
baptizing in the name of Jesus were carrying out the 
commission of Matthew 28:19. Certainly either 
form is a true baptism if the reality is back of the 
ceremony. In both cases there is one God and one 
Name. Some Christians who have felt that the 
Spiritual reality was sof in the form of baptism that 
they received have had the ordinance performed 
again and received rich blessing through it. Yet 
there seems no reason for urging a second ceremony 
on the ground of this difference in the formula, 
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g American Laymen Face New Missionary Facts | 
The National Misnonary Congress, and other ‘‘ enlistment 


By Howard A. Banks 





N THE European wat’ '24,000,660 men and boys 
are engaged, as against 2,000,000 in the greatest 
previous war, ' 

The average daily expense has run from $37,000, - 
000 to $100, 000, 000. 

The total wealth destroyed or withdrawn from use 
is $30,000,000, 000, as against $14,000, 000, 000 in the 
twenty principal previous wars. 

“Annual interest charges on war debt incurred will 
in two years equal the total annual revenues of na- 
tions involved before war began. . 

Already 2,600,000 have been killed. 

In 630 days the total casualties were 26,000 a day ; a 
town as large as Montclair, N. J., was daily destroyed. 

The total prisoners of war are 4,600, 000. 

In the presence of President Woodrow Wilson, in 
Memorial Continental Hall, at the opening of the 
National Missionary Congress of the Laymen’s Mis- 
sionary Movement, on April 26, John R. Mott, Gen- 
eral Secretary of the International Committee of the 
Y. M. C. A., gave these appalling war figures. 

‘«In this, the greatest hour of suffering since Christ 
was on the cross,’’ he said, ‘‘ there is also the great- 
est concentration of opportunity.’’ Mr. Mott used to 
ask for a thousand students a vear from American 
schools to the mission fields, but in view of the stu- 
pendous losses in human life in Europe America must 
send a vastly increased numbet. 

In view of this key-note speech at this National 
Congress, which was the one upon which the various 
other Laymen'’s Missionary conventions throughout 
the country focused their zeal and enthusiasm, it is 
not surprising that the word most loudly spoken was 
‘«Enlistment."* Theold Laymen's convention words, 
Vision, Challenge, Prayer, Stewardship, and Witness 
were spoken again, but ‘‘Enlistment’’ seemed to 
sound out cleurest. 

N. 'W. Rowell, K.C.,; of Toronto, leader of the Lib- 
eral party in the Provincial House of Parliament of 
Ontario, said that Canada had enlisted for the war 
300,000 men. In proportion to population it would 
be'in the United States as if 3,750/000 had enlisted): 
**Can you enlist a like force in America for mis- 
sions ?’’ he asked. 

Enlistment of property was not forgotten in excel- 
lent addresses by such men as George Innes, E. ‘W. 
Poteat, and R. A. Doan. 

E W. Fritchley was introduced as an architect of 
India and a builder of palaces for the rulers of that 
country, and also a steward who had built a North- 
field there. Mr. Fritchey spoke upon the thought 
that ‘*God has a beautiful plan for every life.’’ He 
said that having acquired a competence sufficient to 
support his family he decided to carry on his business 
entirely for God, the management of his property 
being. turned over to his wife and sons, while he runs 
the office entirely separate for the -Master’s work. 

Rohert E, Speer, J. Campbell White, and many 
other well-known leaders were heard by the 1,287 
registered delegates to the Congress, who returned 
home after five days with quickened zeal. 


s 
When China’s Republic Began 


HIS story of the making of the Chinese constitu- 
tion might have been forgotten with the passing 
of the republic into a monarchy if China were 

not once morea republic. It is told in public print 
now for the first time. 

While the makers of the Chinese Republic were 
deliberating behind closed doors in the old capital of 
Nanking, the local Associated Press representatives 
could get no news, as they had in some way fallen 
into the ill graces of Dr. Sun Yat Sen and his ad- 
visers. With a waiting world clamoring for news, the 
situation was serious enough to justify the ordering by 
the Associated Press in America of their representa- 
tive in Japan to Nanking to plead that information be 
furnished. Dr. Sun and his confreres were asked to 
choose a man after their own heart to be the medium 
for conveying the news to the world. 

After deliberating over night, the republic-builders 
selected the Rev. J. Leighton Stuart, missionary 
pastor in China of Central Presbyterian Church 
(Southern Assembly), Washington, D. C, 


During the making of the constitution Mr. Stuart 
was freely consulted, usually every afternoon, by Dr. 
Sun and others, particularly as to the clauses in the 
constitution pertaining to education and religious lib- 
erty. He was later entrusted with the copy of the 
constitution from which the English copy was eventu- 
ally made, and furnished to the world. Dr. H. P. 
Beach and others have paid tribute to Mr. Stuart's 
scholarly grasp of the Chinese literature and language. 


. 
President Wilson’s Missionary Message 


HE President of the United States, in the midst 
of at least two acute International complica- 
tions, left the White House on the evening of 

March 31 and went to Foundry Methodist Church, 
Washington, to pay tribute to a missionary. 

The Baltimore Conference was observing the Cen- 
tennial of Francis Asbury, first Methodist bishop in 
America, who rode, or walked, a circuit during Colo- 
nial and post-Revolutionary days of 270,000 miles, 
crossing the Alleghenies seventy times, often in mid- 
winter, And America was missionary territory then, 

Bishop Henderson, of Tennessee, had told elo- 
quently the story of this ‘‘ Apostle of the Long Road."’ 
He had seen at Salisbury, N. C., recently, he said, a 
rugged Methodist circuit rider who broke down riding 
the Blue Ridge, and was superannuated. Yet the 
frail Asbury, though he traveled the same trail, held 
out to old age, although he lived in a day of few con- 
veniences and no railroads. 

President Wilson, who followed Bishop Henderson, 
said : 

I must admit that I came to this celebration with un- 
affected hesitation, because I knew only too well that I 
did not have time to prepare such’ things as I would have 
liked to say to you about the great character whose mem- 
ory we are trying to recall to-night. Yet I was drawn to 
this occasion by the irresistible attraction which such ex- 
amples and characters exert upon us, 


Man is the same in one generation as another, ar- 
gued the President, only the external setting of his life 
differing : 

And the touching thing about it is that in every genera- 
tion you see the hearts of men on the same quest,—an un- 
ending quest for the satisfaction of their spirits. They do 
not get that satisfaction out of the material circumstances 








Heard at the Washington Con¢ress 


India’s Favorite Book.—The book most read in India 
to-day is Thomas a’ Kempis’ ‘‘ Imitation of Christ,’’ says 
Dr. J. P. Jones. 

A Big Jump.—Missionary contributions of the Protest 
ant Episcopal Church have increased in ten, years from 
$810,000 to $1,687,000 annually. 


Enlisted.—Eighteen volunteers for the foreign field 
were presented to the Washington Laymen’s Congress. 
All the ten ushers were volunteers, 


Is Buddhism Dying?—Buddhism is losing out to 
Shintoism and Christianity in China, in the opinion of 
S. Harrington Littell, ot China, a missionary of the Epis- 
copal Church 


America Educating the World.—Five thousand for- 
eign students, says Charles P. Hurrey, are studying in 
North American universities. most of them honor men, 
representing forty nations, many races, and a great variety 
of languages, ideals, and religions. ‘ 


Conquered Islam.—The 200,000,000 Mohammedans, 
says Dr. J. L. Barton Foreign Secretary of the American 
Board of Foreign Missions, are now under alien powers, 
mostly Christian, and are hopeless of union, while thou- 
sands are inquiring the way to Christianity. 


Men and Millions.—The Disciples of Christ in an 
every-member canvass are aiming at $6,300,000 in special 
gifts of $500 or more and one thousand young people for 
enlistment in missions within five years. A Kansas City 
layman will give $1,000,000 if the rest is forthcoming. 


“As Much As” Churches.—The number of ‘As 
Much As’”’ churches in the Southern Presbyterian com- 
munion is increasing, under Charles A. Rowland’s leader- 
ship-as Laymen’s Secretary. They give as much to mis- 
sions as they spend on themselves. One layman is sup- 
porting a whole mission station in Korea, with thirteen 
American missionaries, and the same man_- supports 
missionaries in Cuba and Africa. 


of their lives. On the contrary, they feel hampered and 
burdened and sometimes crushed by those material cir- 
cumstances... . It is a serious thing that there are so few 
minutes in the twenty-four hours when we can pause to 
think of God and the eternal issues of the life that we are 
living ; for the thing that we call civilization sometimes 
absorbs and hurries whole populations to such an extent 
that they are constantly aware that they are not breathing 
the air of spiritual inspiration which is necessary for the 
expansion of their hearts and the salvation of their souls. 

So in every generation, most of all in generations like 
our own, crowded with events of the most startling and 
serious, character, man is bent upon this eternal quest for 
some rest and satisfaction for his spirit, and occasionally 
there arises a figure like that of Francis Asbury, a Knight- 
errant in the interest of rescuing the soul from this absorp- 
tion in its physical environment and bringing it out where 
it can breathe the pure air of the uplands where the Spirit 
of God moves upon us. 


A Missionary’s Pistol 


ISCOUNT SUTEMI CHINDA, Japanese Ambas- 
sador to the United States, says that one of the 
most powerful impressions of his boyhood was 

made by a young missionary at a time of tumult and 
mob violence in Hakodate, An admiring sea-captain, 
alarmed by the seemingly defenseless condition of 
Mr. Harris (now Bishop Harris) and his young wife, 
gave the missionary a pistol. Mr. Harris threw the 
pistol into the ocean. 

In telling the story to Adachi Kinnosuke, a writer 
in the World Outlook, Viscount Chinda recalis visit- 
ing the Harrises at the time, and adds: 


The foreign residents of the newly-opened port were 
well-nigh panic-stricken, Of course, they had all armed 
themselves as heavily as possible. 

There was one exception to this. There lived in Hako- 
date a young couple, Americans and missionaries, Mr., 
now Bishop, [larris and his wife... . 

All the other houses, where foreigners resided, were 
locked, barred, and bolted. I found Mr. Harris’ front 
door wide open. Within the house there was not the 
slightest hint of dread, not the slightest indication that the 
young couple feared any impending danger. The mission- 
ary wore a placid, kindly smile, although he was standing 
in the vortex of wild rumors that assassins were thirsting 
for his blood. The poise of his soul was a thing to marvel 
at. It stamped itself profoundly upon my mind, 

All of us young men of those days wete passionate wor- 
sbipers of courage. This discovery of a dauntless soul in 
the gentle person of a missionary invited admiration 

The sight of Mrs, Howard Taylor and a company 
of native Christian women unresisting and happy 
under showers of stones from an angry*mob created 
in the heart of a rich and powerful Chinese scholar ‘a 
desire for the kind of religion they had, and he later 
became a great pastor. 

If God wishes to confer on a missionary the thorny 
crown of martyrdom, should he push away the honor 
by resorting to self-defense? Self-defense may be 
‘« the first law of nature, ' but is it the highest will of 
God ? ‘ 

% 


The Appam and the German Raider 


ID a pinch of God's salt save the good ship Appam 
from destruction ? The big packet, which 
plied from the African Gold Coast to British 

shores, carried thirteen adherents of the Basel Mission 
from the Gold Coast of Africa. Although a Swiss 
society, this mission has many of its missionaries from 
the southern sections of Germany. These thirteen 
passengers were not exactly missionaries, but em- 
ployees and agents of an export business which is 
carried on by the mission purely as a Christian enter- 
prise, diverting all its profits into the budget of the 
mission to strengthen and widen its work. 

Two of these mission adherents were Herr C. V. 
Voehringer, the chief agent, and his good wife Frau 
Clara. The latter was a guest of the Rev. Paul A. 
Menzel, a German Lutheran pastor in Washington, 
when the editor of this page called on her. A thrill- 
ing story she told of the capture of the liner by the 
raider Moewe. No incident of the dramatic situation 
had escaped her keen German mind: The two shots 
across the bow of the reluctant liner; the calm but 
quick decision of the English captain not to risk a 
fight ; the surrender to the young German officers sent 
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out from the raider by Count Dohna, the command +r ; 
the honor done Lieutenant Koehler in having him 
receive the capitulation because his wife and child 
had been killed by a mob at Antwerp, and because 
all his brothers had perished in the trenches in Eu- 
rope ; the transfer of the several British governors on 
the Appam to the raider ; the eventual entrusting of 
the command of the Appam to Lieutenant Berg as a 
prize of war, and his three thousand mile dash for a 
neutral American port, with five hundred passengers to 
feed with the same food stores which had been set 
aside to feed tWo hundred and fifty. 

‘*We understood from the German officers at the 
time of the capture,’’ said Frau Voehringer, ‘‘and 
afterward, that the officers of the Moewe fully expected 
resistance, and had decided to torpedo or shell the 
Appam if one man aboard the English liner ap- 

_ proached the gun on her deck.”’ 


. the Gold Coast were sent away. 
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Frau Voehringer paid tribute to the kindness shown 
the Germans aboard by. the English captain previous 
to the capture. She further declared that when Sir 
Hugh Clifford, the British governor of the Gold Coast, 
returned from his furlough in England, he expressed 
deep regret that the stringent war regulation made it 
necessary to deport the members of the secular estab- 
lishment of the mission, but that he would take it 
upon himself to see that none of the Germans among 
the forty missionaries at work in the ten stations on 
They were to be 
limited in their sphere of action; as, for instance, 
they may not travel beyond a mile from their station, 
and they may not spend a night away from home, 
Otherwise they are at liberty to teach and preach as 
before the war. Sir Hugh paid high tribute to the 
character of the work of the German missonaries, 

Wasuincton, D. C. 











Their flaming call to right living 


Why Did the Hebrew Prophets Write 7. 


By C. I. Scofield, D.D. 





Later articles in Dr. Scofield’s notable series will discuss : 


' Prophecy Contradictory ? 
The Earthly Kingdom that the Prophets Saw 
The Greatest Prophet's Foreview of the Future 


Il. Israel's Failure and God's Rebuking Prophets 


SRAEL failed in not fulfilling the purpose for which 
she had been set apart. Because of this failure, 
the prophets were called upon to deliver their 

ethical message. It will be well for us to have in 
clear vision the purpose for which God had set apart 
Israel. 

From the creation of man to the call of Abram the 
race is treated as a unit. Future racial distinctions are 
indicated in the declarations concerning the sons of 
Noah (Gen. g : 25-27), but prior to the call of Abram 
the covenants of God conditioning human life had a 
‘ universal application, as had also the divine require- 
. ments. The first eleven chapters of Genesis recount 

three distinct testings of humanity under three specific 
covenants. 

The Edenic Covenant (Gen. 2 : 8-17) conditioned 
the life of man in innocency—unfallen man. Made 
lord of creation, placed in a perfect environment, 
given absolute liberty in the use of all things needful 
for his full development, and such occupation as 
guarded him from the curse of idleness, one, and only 
one, prohibition limited his freedom ; he must not 
know evil, He deliberately violated that prohibition 

,(1 Tim, 2 : 14), with consequences disastrous to the 
race of which he was the father and head (Rom. 5°: 

12.14; Psa 14: 1-3; 51:5; 1 Cor, 2:14; 15 : 22). 
The Adamic Covenant (Gen. 3 : 14-19) conditions 

the life on the earth of a fallen race. Physical death 
is the end of life. Toil is given as the condition of 
maintaining life. But upon this dark result of the 
fall of man shines the great evangelic promise of the 
Satan;Bruiser—the Seed of the woman. The knowl- 
edge of good and evil awoke conscience, and the 
moral testing of the race under conscience was the 
requirement that man should do good and not evil. 
The result after two thousand years was given in the 
divine declaration : ‘‘ God saw that the wickedness of 
man was great in the earth, and that every imagina- 
tion of the thoughts of his heart was only evil con- 
tinually** (Gen 6:5). The judgment of the Fiood 
ended the testing of man under conscience, This 
Adamic Covenant, the testing of man under con- 
science, has still a racial obligation upon those who 
know neither the law nor the Gospel, but it brings as 
in the days of the Flood only condemation (Rom, 
2 : 12-15). 

The Covenant to Noah (Gen. 9 : 1-6) established 
the principle of human government, the rule of man 
over men. It is still the charter of all civil govern- 
ment; for the right to take, judicially, human life is 
the highest function of government. Obviously the 
responsibility was to govern righteously, and the 
result was Babel and the judgment of the confusion 
of tongues. 

With the migration of the survivors of the Flood 
and their posterity began the division of humanity 
into tribes and, ultimately, nations. These, with the 
single exception of the family of Shem, who had been 
set apart for a special relation to God in the Noahic 
Covenant (Gen. 9 : 26, 27), soon became idolaters, 


The Prophetic Message of the Book of Acts 
The Church Reads Her Future in the Epistles 
The Final Unfoldinr in the 


and lost the knowledge of the true God. In Romans ? 


1 ; 21-23 the steps of that utter,apostasy are traced, 
and the moving cause disclosed : ‘* They did not like 
to retain God in their knowledge,’’—literally, ** did 
not approve God’’ (Rom, 1 : 28). 


The Call of Abram 

Hitherto, with one exception (the confusion of 
tongues, Gen. 11 : 1-9) the solidarity of the Adamic 
race had been preserved. But now God begins to 
act upon the special promise to Shem : ‘‘God shall 
enlarge Japheth, and he shall dwell in the tents of 
Shem '"’ (Gen. 9 : 26). One of the Semitic stock, 
Abram, is called out of Ur in Chaldea that in and 
through him and his‘seed the great redemptive pur- 
poses of God toward the whole race might be worked 
out. In Abraham, and in the Abrahamic Covenant 
(Gen, 12 : 1-3; 13.:14-18; 15 : 1-21) the nation which 
came to be called Israel, after the grandson of Abra- 
ham, to whom the Abrahamic. Covenant was. con- 
firmed (Gen, 28 : 13-15), was set apart to a special 
work on behalf of Jehovah with the whole of human- 
ity as the objective. ‘This breadth of the divine intent 
is the sufficient answer to the charge of partiality in 
the choice of Israel which is.sometimes ignorantly 
brought (Gen. 12 : 3; Isa. 2:2-4; 5:26; 9:1, 2; 
Jer. 16-19; Joel 3 : 9, 10). 


The Mission of Israel 

The nation descended from Abraham was chosen 
to be: 

1. A witness to the unity of God in the midst of 
universal idolatry (Deut. 6:4; Isa. 43 : 10-12). 

2. To illustrate to the nations the blessedness of 
that people whose God is Jehovah (Deut. 33 : 26-29). 

3. To receive and transmit the divine revelations 
(Rom. 3:1, 2; Deut. 4: 5-8). 

4. To bring forth the Messiah ; Seed of the woman 
(Gen, 3:15); seed of Abraham (Gen, 21:3; Matt. 
1:13 Gal. 3:16); son of David (Matt. 1:1); Son 
of God (Luke 1 : 35) ; and Son of man (Matt. 16 : 13). 

In the first and second of these trusts committed to 
the chosen nation there was conspicuous failure, 
Again and again the people fell into idolatry, thus 
breaking down in their testimony to the unity and 
Spirituality of God. The immoral and unrighteous 
conduct so rife in Israel broke down the national tes- 
timony to the blessedness of that people whose God 
is the Lorp. Another grave fault was manifested in 
a constant tendency to depart from the separateness 
enjoined upon the nation as the subjects of their 
unseen King, Jehovah. For Israel was a Theocracy. 
Set between Gentile powers mightier than they, and 
which were constantly increasing in power, the divine 
legislation upon which the commonwealth of Israel 
was organized provided for neither army nor fortress. 
And, so long as loyalty to Jehovah and the spirit of 
obedience remained, no hostile foot crossed the fron- 
tiers of Palestine. An unseen Power guarded Im- 
manuel's land. 

These failures constituted the grounds of Jehovah's 
controversy with Israel—a controversy in which the 


~ §9: 2). 


MAY 20, 1916 


prophets were the spokesmen for Israel's King. That 
controversy which, with the limitations of such an 
article as this 1 can but summarize, followed the lines 
of the great warning passage, Deuteronomy 28 : 15- 
62 ; 29 : 24-28. 

It 1s amportant to bear in mind that, when the 
greater of the writing prophets appeared, the pre- 
liminary and warning chastisements of the disobedient 
nation foretold in the Deuteronomic passage had 
already fallen. Already, in Elijah’s time, the warn- 
ing drought had been sent (Deut. 28 :23, 24: 1 
Kings 17 : 1), and the land had been invaded (Deut. 
28:25 ; 1 Kings 14:25, 26). There remained but 
the alternatives of the repentance of the nation or 
the foretold expulsion from the land. And this was 
the urgent warning note of the prophetic testimony. 
Jehovah would no longer stultify his holiness by 
continuing as his representative among the Gentile 
nations a people in no sense better than they, - 


- The Ethical Controversy 


Israel had failed Jehovah, but it should be borne 

in mind that Israel was disowned and sent into cap- 
tivity because of sin. Jehovah rests his condemna- 
tion of the nation upon no narrow ground, no mere 
tribal failure. ‘Thou hast made me to serve with 
thy sins"’ (Isa. 43 :24). ‘* Your iniquities have sep- 
arated between you and your God, and your sins have 
hid his face from you, that he will not hear’’ (Isa, 
‘*Yea, all Israel have transgressed thy law, 
even by departing, that they might not obey thy 
voice ; therefore the curse is poured upon us, and the 
oath that is written in the law of Moses the servant 
of God, because we have sinned against him’’ (Dan. 
233}. 
No distinction can be made in this respect between 
the ethical messages of the prophets who prophesied 
in the northern kingdom and those who were sent to 
Judah. The broad ground of condemnation in both 
cases is the same. Both Ephraim and Judah had 
sinned. 

But in these messages of rebuke there is such a 
disclosure of the mind of God concerning human con- 
duct as invests the prophetic writings with a perma- 
nent and intensely vitai interest. 

The central word of the prophets is righteousness. 
Israel was a people under law ; that is, a people from 
whom Jehovah demanded righteousness as, -untier 


~ gitice;, he béstows righteousness through faith (Rim. 
‘3 't 1Q-22), : 


* But Israel was making righteousness to consist in 
formal religion instead of in right faith evidenced by 
right conduct. It is a mistake that millions of formal 
religionists are making in this day. The refusal of 
God to accept that substitution is expressed: by his 
prophets with an emphasis that has in it an element 
of scorn. 

It should be remembered that while Israel was sub- 
stituting religious formalism for righteousness, it was 
still the religion given at Sinai. © It was still a far cry 
to the day when the Pharisee would be going up to 
the temple to pray ‘‘ with himself’ (Luke 18 : 9-12), 
and ‘to boast of fasting and tithe-paying. All that 
came later, The religion that Jehovah would not ac- 
cept as righteousness was scrupulously according to 
Leviticus, tas ; 

The reproach of Jehovah was~not that his altars 
were forsaken, but that the ‘sacrifices were without 
faith, and offered by unclean ‘hands, 

** To what purpose is the multitude of your sacri- 
fices unto me? saith the Lord: I am full of the 
burnt offerings of rams, and the fat of fed beasts.’’ 

‘¢Bring no more vain oblations ; incense is an 
abomination unto me ; the new moons and sabbaths, 
the calling of assemblies, I cannot away with ; it is 
iniquity, even the solemn meeting,’’ 

As over against a ritual righteousness, the prophets 
by the word of the Lord insist on a righteousness of 
conduct. But this insistence, while absolute and un- 
qualified, is cast in a form: of tenderness which shows 
how tenderly Jehovah yearned over his people. A 
lovely illustration of both the insistence and the ten- 
derness is the beautiful parable of the Vineyard of 
Jehovah (Isa. § : 1-7). 

The words of Micah (6 : 8) may be taken as a sum- 
mary of the righteousness demanded, on behalf of 
Jehovah, by the prophets: ‘‘And what doth the 
Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to love 
mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God."’ 

Plain honesty in all dealings, chastity, humility, 
reverence, penitence,—these are the qualities which 
are emphasized as those which, under law, make a 
people acceptable with God, and for the lack of 
which the nation, after his long forbearance, must 
endure the chastisement of captivity and: dispersion. 

Douerasrton, L. I. 
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LESSON FOR JUNE 4 (Acts 15 : 36 to 16 : 15) 
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A School That Wins Out in Summer 


Is your school using “ The Times Question 
Quarterly for Pupils” ? 


By W. V. Long - 





Would you lke to keep the “ hot weather slump” out of your Sunday-school this 
summer? Here are five definite suggestions from the Texas school whose story was 
told in the Times of January 29 in the article, ““ A Uniform Lesson Plan that Yielded 


500 Percent.” 


The pian is a great enemy of the summer slump, and it is now made 


available for all schools by The Times Question Quarterly for Pupils, prepared by 


Mr. Long and published by The Sunday 


School Times Co,- The quarterly for the 


third quarter of 1916 is now ready, and may be ordered at ro cents per booklet, post- 
paid. It may prove the best ally your school has yet tried in getting up the summer hill. 


PASSENGER on a long freight train which-was- 
wending its way through the Rocky Mountains 
noticed that the train was increasing tts speed : 

very considerably, and remarked to the: conducter,s 
«*The old boy is hitting her up pretty*tively."’ 

‘*Yes,’’ replied the conductor, ‘fie is taking a run 
for the hill.’’ 

A few minutes later the train began to reduce speed 
and was finally going quite slow, but it reached the 
top ofthe long steep grade without difficulty. 

Another time this same passenger saw another 
freight train trying to ‘‘make’’ the same grade, but 
the engineer had evidently failed ‘‘to make a run for 
the hill,’’ and he was having a hard time of it. With 
much snorting and puffing and with much shoveling 
of coal by the fireman they finally reached the ‘top 
of the hill,"’ late, tired, and mad. 

Most Sunday-schools have ‘‘ up-hill work'’ every 
summer, 

Why not ‘take a run for the hill’’ ? 

Instead of slowing down in the spring, why not put 
forth a special effort of some kind, particularly an ef- 
fort to increase attendance, enthusiasm, and interest ? 
Go into the summer months at full speed and with a 
‘¢full head of steam.’’ Of course you will ‘slow 
down,"’ but will fare much better if you slow down in| 
August than if you begin doing so in June. 

2. A second suggestion is that we definitely ascertain 


., whether our pupils are out of town, and make a special - 
_ effort, tosecure the attendance at, Sunday-school of 


those who are still in town. Last summer I was sup- 
ply in the place of an absent teacher one Sunday. 
About half the class were absent. 

«Where's Tom ?”’ I asked. 

‘«He’s at the coast.”’ 

«« Where's Jim, did he go to the coast too ?"’ 

‘*No, Jim is here in town, but he usually takes a 
vacation from Sunday-school about this time every 
year.’" That was an eye-opener to me. Let's get 
after these folks who ‘‘ usually take a vacation from 
Sunday-school about this time every year.’’ 

3. A third suggestion is to take a card record of each 
member of the school who leaves town. This card 
should show name, home address, class to which he 
belongs, vacation address, and when member expects 
to return. All of these cards should go to one person 
who should, when the time arrives for the member to 
return, call the attention of the proper teacher or offi- 
cer to the fact, and get the member back into Sunday- 
school as soon as‘ he returns to town. A simpler form 
of the same record would be to note on class-card or 
class-book ‘‘ due back such a date."’ 

If pupils are to be absent several weeks, ask them 
to let you hear from them while they are gone, and 
let them hear from the school or teacher at least once. 

4. Suggestion number four is with reference to divi- 
sion of classes. ‘‘ Nothing succeeds like success,’’ and 
‘tit takes a crowd to draw a crowd.’’ A large class 
will go through the summer better than a small or 
average-sized one. Never divide a class later than 
March 1. Call the teacher's attention to the fact that 
some of them will soon be going away, and encourage 
him to put up with a crowded class for the time being. 

When a division of class is necessary, do not 
call it a division. Instead, appoint an ‘assistant 
teacher,’’ and have Sections ‘‘A’’ and ‘*B."" Keep 
the records as of one class, although it may be on two 
cards or books. In the summer these two sections 
may be reunited, giving a large, interesting class for 
the summer. It can be taught by whichever teacher 
is present. The next fall the class may be perma- 
nently divided into two classes. We have tried this 
plan with success. It not only helps on the ‘‘sum- 
mer question,’’ but it avoids friction and dissatisfac- 
tion among the pupils, and gives you an opportunity 
to see if the new teacher and class do well together. 
Very frequently a teacher who will do well with one 
class will not do well with another. 


5. Thefinal-suggestion is with reference to ‘‘ records. 
and: rewards,"’ 
nite’ standard’ which they. expect every memberao 
reach, They should: keep~records showing to what 
extent thie standard is attained- by each, mem ber-and. 
each class, and should suitably reward or acknowledge 
the attainment of that standard by the various mem- 
bers and classes. 

Our own standard was explained in an article en- 
titled **A Uniform Lesson Plan that Yielded 500 
Percent,"’ which appeared in The Sunday School 
Times of January 29. Our standard is to expect five 
things (attendance, punctuality, lesson prepared at 
home, Bible brought, and offering) of every member of 
the school every Sunday, and to acknowledge the efforts 
of all who are two-thirds perfect by that standard. 

Whatever your standard is, you should arrange to 
keep the record of your pupils if absent during the 
summer or other vacation time, and acknowledge 


, their efforts the same as though they had attended 


your own school. 

‘We believe our Roll of Honor plan and the Times 
Question Quarterly are particularly well adapted to 
this. The Times Question Quarterly gives date, num- 
ber, title, Golden Text, and Scripture reference of 
each lesson, dut.no text For the text pupils must 


- use their, Bibles, and familiarity with their Bibles is 
Following the . 


thus the first advantage of this plan. 
title, Golden Text, etc., come two sets of questions on 
the lesson. 
number) is intended to cover the ‘'story"’ of the 
lesson. Each pupil is required to answer this first set 
of questions ## writing, using blank space provided 
for the purpose on each page.” The leaf is perforated. 
The’ pupil tears it out and brings it to Sunday-school 
with him. A second set of. questions follows, con- 
taining additional work for the older pupils, but writ- 
ten work is not required on this set. The Times 
Question Quarterly for Pupils, each perforated sheet 
containing two sets of questions on the lesson with 
blank space for written answers, may be ordered at 
Io cents per quarterly booklet, postpaid, or 40 cents 
a year, from The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 
Walnut 6treet, Philadelphia. 

Before going further into the matter of summer 
records let me relate two or three incidents : 

A class of Senior Girls were invited to a Sunday 
picnic. Their ‘*boys’’ were not members of the 
school, The girls wanted to know of their teacher, 
‘*What about our records?’’ ‘They were told they 
would bé given ‘‘two points’’ (five points being per- 
fect) if they would write out the answers to the ques- 
tions on the lesson for the day and send their lessons 
and offerings to Sunday-school by some one. Rather 
than lose the three ‘points’’ the girls had the 
picnic postponed until after Sunday-school. After 
Sunday-school they went on their picnic. This is 
not written to justify the picnic, but we at least 
gained the point of having the girls get their lessons 
and attend Sunday-school first. 

Last summer one of our boys, who spent the sum- 
mer in Colorado, and one of our girls, who spent the 
summer in New Mexico, mailed to us each week their 
written preparation of the lesson and their offering. 

Some of our pupils who have been unable to attend 
because of sickness. etc., have been anxious to keep 
up their records, and we have devised the following 
plan for granting credits because of absence : 

We divide our absentees into two general classes : 
(1) Those who attend some other Sunday-school, and 
(2) those who do not attend any other school during 
their absence from us. 

The first group will be given credit the same as 
though they had attended our own school, providing 
they bring a proper certificate. 

Those who do not attend another school will be 
given a credit of five points (perfect) providing they 
do the written work on the lesson and recite it to or 


Every -sehooi should havea defi-_ 


The first set (usually about seven in .. 
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discuss it with some other person. We think the ad- 
ditional effort they put forth to have this recitation or 


‘discussion and the “interesting of another person will 


offset any loss due to their non-attendance. 

Those who do not so recite their lesson may mail 
it to us or send it and their offering to us and receive 
two credits (points). 

If pupils are sick and unable to attend or to pre- 
pare their lessons, and will bring us a certificate to 
that effect, we will give them the same number of 
credits for the Sundays they are absent as they earn 
on an average the Sundays they are present. 

It is believed that following this plan as outlined 
above during the summer will keep up the pupils’ 
interest and work, 

As to lesson preparation during the summer we 
prefer that pupils prepare the lessons as studied. by 
our school, but if they visit another school and pre- 
pare-the lesson as studied by that school that work 
will. be_ acoepted, epic 

The «‘system"’ we wift use for this willtonsist of 
an envelape: and cards. Oy the envelope. eee 
printed the - ‘‘instructions '; on the. card will be. 
printed the necessary forms. Each pupil will. be 
given as many cards as he desires, and these will .be 
slipped into the envelope. When the pupil applies 
for these blanks we will have the opportunity to make 
the record referred to above in the third suggestion. 


Et Paso, TExas 
<P . 


-An Object-Talk. for. Children’s Day 


T RAINED so hard on ‘he morning of- Children’s 
Day that three of the schools in our neighborhood 
postponed their services until the following Sun- 

day. We held our services, and out of an emolment 
of 325 we had 297 present, besides visitors. 

Our opening hymn was, ‘ The Sunday School 
Brigade,’’ which was very fitting, —whether ‘rain or 
shine we are always on patade.''’ Arig: 

We make our Children’s Day celebration a union 
service of church and school, with the pastor as chair 
man of the committee.. As far as possible we put the 
younger children on the program. 

The committee told me that as superintendent I 
must make a talk. I do’not believe much in mere 
‘+ talks '’ to children, so began to look around for an 
object-lesson. “I found one published in the Sunday- 
school Executive, and used by a minister of the Mt. 
Lebanon Church of ourcity, I changed it somewhat, 
and the following was the result . 

The lesson was taken frony Matthew 7 24-27. In 
order that the children might easily remember the 
subject, I told them that..it was ‘* The house that 
stood’’ and ‘‘ the house that fell.’" 

Through one of the men teachers I secured two 
cardboard houses, taken apart piece by piece, and 
the parts so arranged with. blocks of wood. fastened 
to the bottom of them that the house could be. built 
while the children were looking on. The house built 
on the rock was so arranged that it could. be fastened 
securely. A flat box was filled with sand, and a real 
flat rock was used, which I let fall on. the table to 
make every one hear that it was a rock, The storm 
was produced by the use of a sprayer making both 
wind and rain, The children took a great interest in 
the building of the houses, one or two little boys 
coming to the platform to watch operations. 

On the wall were the following outlines : 





Foundation Sand 
Edifice | ncapable 
House Not durable 
Building Capable 
Workmen Honest 
Foundation Rock 

Work | nteresting 
Material Strong 
House Tested 











All the letters were covered except the words 
‘«Christ’’ and ‘sin,’ and all were uncovered at the 
proper time word by word. I made it quite plain 
that we build our lives little by little like a building, 
the most important part being the foundation, which 
is the Rock Christ Jesus, and that unless we build our 
lives on that Rock, they will not stand the storms of 
temptation. 

It made a wonderful impression on old and young, 
and will be followed up with Decision Day in a few 
weeks, urging all to build their lives on the one true 
foundation—Christ Jesus.--Z. C. Heineman, Oak- 
land Presbyterian Sabbath-school, Pittsburgh. 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


‘Getting Started in Class 


YOUNG Christian business man had a revolu- 
tionizing experience Creo surrendering his 
life to Christ and then taking Christ as his 

Victorious Life. He entered into Christian work, 

iving his whole time to the Lord’s service. Aftera 
ae years of this new line of work, he received an in- 
timation that he might be desired for a position in 
the commercial line jin which he had formerly been 
employed. Writing toa friend about the matter, he 
said that he had committed it to the Lord, and that 
now he was resting in the assurance that, if the Lord 





wanted him to go into that commercial business, He ~ 


would see that the offer definitely came to him; 
whereas if the offer was not made to him, he would 
thereby know that God did not want him there. 

Was that a safe way of leaving the matter? Could 
he be sure that, if the business offer was made to 
him, this indicated that it was God’s will that he 
should leave Christian service and take up commer- 
cial life again? In other words, is an ‘‘open door” 
always aclear indication of God's will that we should 
enter that door? 


Our Background Material 


Four weeks ago we studied, in this section, all the 
New Testament facts we could find about the young 
man John Mark. Let us review them to-day. Have 
read aloud in class the following passages: Acts 12: 
12; 12:25; 13:5; 13: 13; 14: 27 (all reference to 
John Mark is here kindly omitted); 15 : 37-39 (in to- 
day’s lesson); Col. 4:10; Philemon 23; 2 ‘Tim. 4: 11. 

K brief ‘‘ Biography of John Mark,” based on these 
passages, was given by Dr. George M. Mackie on 
page 267 of The Sunday School Times of April 22, 
containing the lesson for May 7, 1916. Mark started 
well, ‘fell down,” and then through human encour- 


agement and the grace of God ‘‘came back.” His 
highest honor was the unspeakable privilege of 
being permitted to write one of the four Gospels, the 


inspited life-story of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
The Lesson Itself 


The reterences, except as otherwise noted. are to lesson-articles in this 
issue Bold-face figures at the end of certain paragraphs in those 
articles will help in quickly locating the references 

When people are really saved, having been born 
again by accepting Christ as their Saviour, is there 
anything more we need do for them? Paul and 
Barnabas thought so (Acts 15: 36, 41). Get the class 
to suggest some of the most important things in 
** follow-up work” for new converts, such as 


Show them that Christ has not only saved them from 
the death-penalty of their sins, but that he is now and 
here saving them from the power of their sins, if they but 
accept this victory from him by faith (Rom. 6:14; 1 John 

: 4). 

’ Point out some of the perils of the Christian life,—perils 
and temptations of which the unsaved know nothing. 

Show them that Satan’s chief attack upon them will be 
to cause them to doubt Christ’s sufficiency, His keeping 

wer, 

Show them how to study the Bible, the Word of God, 

Show them how to sf what prayer is, what inex- 
haustible riches God offers us if we pray, and what the 
conditions of answered prayer are. 

Show them how to win others to Christ. 


What gave rise to the discussion between Paul and 
Barnabas about Mark? Let the class bring out the 
facts, so far as they know them. Was the “sharp 
contention” between the two missionaries (v. 39) 
right? See what Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 3) says. 
The spirit of the contention may have been wrong; 
the decision may have been in accordance with God’s 
will, A man who has failed in a certain line of work 
may need the discipline of being set aside from that 
work for the time being, in order that he may be 
brought back into it later with restored and increased 
usefulness. 

Interesting map work can be done by the class, in 
this lesson, through the on eae we of Mr. Rogers (2). 

What may have specially endeared the family of 
Timothy to Paul? rs. Baldwin (1) gives the an- 
swer; and she also (2) discusses Timothy’s call to a 
life of Christian service, and applies it in a practi- 
cal way. How Timothy left home is made vivid by 
Mr. Rogers (8). 

In view of the plea of Paul before the Council at 
Jerusalem (Acts 15), and in view of the decision of 
that Council, was Paul inconsistent in having Tim- 
othy (16 : 39) observe the Jewish law? See what the 
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LESSON 10. JUNE 4. THE CALL OF THE WEST | 
Acts 15 : 36 to 16: 15. Commit verses 9, 10 
Golden Text: Come over into Macedonia, and help us.—Acts 16 : 9 


(The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee wey 1) re 
2645 


6 And they went through ! the region of Phryg’i-a and Gala- 
tia, having been forbidden of the Holy sue to k the 
word in Asia ; 7 and when they were come over against My’- 
si-a, they assayed to go into Bi-thyn’i-a; and the Spirit of 
Jesus suffered them not; 8 and passing by My’si-a they came 
down io Troas. 9g And a vision appeared to Paul in the night : 
‘There was a man of Macedonia standing, beseeching him, and 
saying, Come over into Macedonia, and help us. 10 And 
when he had seen the vision, straightway we sought to f° forth 
into Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to * preach 
the gospel unto them. 

11 Setting sail therefore from Troas, we made a straight 
course to Sam-o-thra’ce, and the day following to Neapolis ; 
12 and from thence to Philippi, which is a city of Macedonia, 
the first of the district, a Roman colony: and we were in this 
city tarrying certain days. 13 And on the sabbath day we 
went forth without the gate by a river side, ® where we sup- 
posed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down, and 
spake unto the women that were come together. 14 Anda 
certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of 
‘Thy-a-ti’ra, one that worshipped God, heard us: whose heart 
the Lord opened to give heed unto the things which were 
spoken by Paul. 15 And when she was baptized, and her 
household, she Degoneht us, saying. If ye have judged me to 
be faithful to the Lord, come into my house, and abide ¢here. 
And she constrained us. 


1 Or, wae and the region of Galatia *%Gr. bring the good tid- 
ings. DD asad . 5. 42. * Many ancient authorities read where was wont 
to ce 


Zhe American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons 


Your Lesson Questions Answered 


(These references are usually to paragraphs in other lesson- 
articles in this issue, indicated by bold-face figures.) 

Verse 39.—Does this sharp contention suggest that Paul 
and Barnabas both had a wrong spirit? (Griffith Thomas, 
II, 3-) 

Wee 40.—Who was Silas ? (Griffith Thomas, II, 4.) 

Verse 1.—Who was Timothy? (Griffith Thomas, II, §; 
Baldwin, 4, 2.) 

Verse 3.—Was Paul compromising by circumcising ‘Tim- 
othy? (Griffith Thomas II, 5.) 

Verse 6.—Why did not the Holy Spirit want them to 
speak the word in Asia? (Griffith Thomas, II, 6; Ridg- 
way, 1; Baldwin, 4.) Where was Asia ? (Griffith Thomas, 


Il, 6.) 
Verse 7.—Where were Mysia and. Bithynia? (Griffith 
Thomas, II, 6.) Does the * Spirit of Jesus ” refer to the 


Holy Spirit ? (Griffith Thomas, II, 6.) 

Verse 8.—Where was ‘I'roas? (Griffith Thomas, II, 7; 
Lesson Scenes.) 

Verse 9.—Where was Macedonia ? (Griffith Thomas, II, 
7; Lesson Scenes.) 

Verse 10.—How did they know that the vision came 
from God ? (GriffithThomas, II, 8; Rogers, §.) Who were 
included in the company, and why is the word ‘‘ we” 
used? (Griffith Thomas, II, 8; Rogers, 4.) 

Verse 11.—Where were Samothrace and Neapolis? 
(Griffith Thomas, II, 9; Lesson Scenes,) 

Verse 12.— Where was Philippi? (Griffith Thomas, II, 
9; Lesson Scenes.) Why is it called the first city ? (Grif- 
fith Thomas, II, 10.) What was a Roman colony? (Griffith 
Thomas, II, 10.) 

Verse 13.—Why should they expect to find a place of 
prayer by the river-side? (Griffith Thomas, II, 11; Rogers, 


Verse 14.— Was Lydia probably a Jewess? (Griffith 
Thomas, II, 42.) What was ‘‘a seller of purple’’? 
(Griffith Thomas, II, 12; Ridgway, 2; Baldwin, §; Rog- 
ers, 6.) Was it customary for women to engage in busi- 
ness ? (Griffith ‘Thomas, II, 42.) Where was Thyatira? 
(Griffith Thomas, II, 12.) 





class think. Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, §) points out 
the reason for Paul's action. 

Now comes a turning-point in the history of the 
world. Notice the comment of Dr. Griffith Thomas 
(3) on the change, after four thousand years, from 
Asia to Europe. There was great need of Christ in 
Asia, and in Bithynia; but God could see other needs 
that counted for more just then in his great purposes 
for the whole world, so God had to change Paul’s 

lans (Griffith Thomas, II, 7). Facts about the 
Mecsdicniana, and a striking likening of this little 
missionary party of four men to the voyage of the 
Mayflower, are given by Dr. Thomas (II, 7, 8). 
here are six important facts about the conversion 
of Lydia, at Philippi. See how many the class can 
discover; then give them, as mentioned by Mrs. 
Baldwin (§). And Lydia had access to the rich and 
the mighty,—perhaps she could evangelize Thyatira, 
which Fad been closed to Paul, better than the apostle 
himself.(Ridgway, 2). 
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The Truth That Is Golden 


It is not always right to doa good thing. For that 
good thing may not be God’s will for us just then; 
and God's will is always the des¢ thing we can do,— 
vee better than any number of good things we 
might do. Moreover, he will always make his will 
= to us if we seek it out in surrender and 

rust. 

So let us be sure that the mere fact that ** doors” 
are opened before us by no means proves that we 
ought to enter those doors. The young business 
man, mentioned at the beginning of this article, was 
not reasoning well when he said that if the invitation 
to leave Christian service and enter business came 
to him he would thereby know that it was God's will. 
It might indeed be God's will for him to return 
to commercial business; but if so there would ap- 
pear a better reason for this than merely the offered 
opportunity. There were many inducements to Paul 
to enter Asia and Bithynia; but these *‘ open doors” 
were not God's will. Mrs. Baldwin's (3, 4) help- 
ful discussion of this question, showing why Paul and 
his friends gave up their good plans. 


Teaching Points 

It does not require a conspicuous beginning to start a 
conspicuous work. Nothing * great’’ happened immedi- 
ately after Paul’s arrival in Tactaduts,—eod this fact was 
a further testing (Griffith Thomas, II, 92). 

Exceptionally good missionary illustrations will be found 
in the Illustration Round Table. , 

If Galatians 2 : 11-18 occurred toward the close of Acts 
15, Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 2) shows how it prepared for 
the breach between Paul and Barnabas. 

Troas and the scene of the lesson are made vivid in ‘‘ Vis- 
iting the Lesson Scenes.’’ 

** Macedonia’’ shows the powerlessness of the Greek 
intellect and the futility of the Roman power,—neither 
could take the place of Christ (Griffith Thomas, III, 33). 

While we must be sensitively ready to hear and obey 
every word of guidance that God speaks, we must be care- 
ful also not to be ‘‘driven beyond the will of God’’ by 
morbidly supposing that certain imaginary duties are his 
will, when instead they are prompted either by Satan or 
by our own lack of commonsense. 

We may be guided by hindrances (Rogers, 3). 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

How far ought we seek to be ‘‘well reported of’’ by 
others? (16 : 2.) 

What is it to be ‘‘ strengthened in the faith ’'? (16 : 5.) 

‘* What constitutes a missionary call?’’ Let the class 
discuss this; then give them some of the poinfs in Robert 
E. Speer’s pamphlet bearing that title (Student Volunteer 
Movement, 25 Madison Avenue, New York City; 5 cents 
each, 40 cents a dozen). 

Could Paul have forced through a missionary visit to 
Asia and Bithynia, in spite of the will of God? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
[For-the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The suggestions 
and questions are for the members’ own preparation. ] 
Sowing and Reaping (Temperance Lesson, Gal. 6). 


If, as a sick man, you discovered that a certain 
kind of medicine always failed, while another kind of 
medicine always healed, and you had had a very 
wonderful experience of the power of the healing 
medicine, what would you think of yourself if, later 
on, you deliberately turned away from the thing that 
healed and went back to the medicine that you knew 
failed ? 

The strange thing is that we Christian people are 
doing just that all the time in our Christian life. If 
misery loves company, we find that we had company 
in this among Christians of the first century. Paul 
had to write them a special letter to ask them what 
had ‘‘ bewitched” them that they were making such 
fools of themselves, and reba | so injuring them- 
selves. The closing chapter of his letter makes up 
our lesson. 

But be sure to read the entire letter to the Gala- 
tians (it is only six brief chapters) through before 
next Sunday. See how long it takes you to read jit. 
Then sum up its message in one sentence. An arti- 
cle on ‘‘ How to Master the Epistle to the Galatians,” 
by Dr. James M. Gray, will be published in next 
week’s issue of The Sunday School Times ; if you 
read the Epistle through before reading Dr. Gray’s 
article you will much more out of the latter. 


What, to you, is the biggest verse in this chapter? Why? 

Do verses 2 and § contradict edch other? How explain 
them ? 

What is meant by ‘‘a new creature’’ (or “‘ creation ’’) 
in verse 15? What would it mean in your life? 

What are ‘‘the marks of Jesus’’? (v. 17.) 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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Mastering the 





the deliverance of Israel from Egypt? Was 

it the foundation of Rome? me would 
favor one or other of these two, but a modern theo- 
Jogian has e-bay that the greatest event is Paul 
at Troas ng over the water and then going to 
Europe. For four thousand years Asia had been the 
cradle of the race, but now a change was at hand. 
Four hundred before Paul’s time Alexander of 
Macedon had dreamed of one Empire and language. 
and he builded better than he knew, for by the diffu- 
sion of the Greek language the proclamation of the 
Gospel everywhere was made possible. (1) 


I. Surroundings of the Lesson 

Connection.—After the Council at Jerusalem ana 
the return to Antioch a considerable period seems to 
have been spent in Antioch (15:35). Those who 
think that Galatians 2: 11-18 occurred here regard 
Peter’s vacillation and Barnabas’ compromise as pre- 
paring for the breach which follows. Then came 
the proposal for the second missionary journey. (2) 

Book.—At 16:5 the first section of part two of 
Acts closes, dealing, as we have seen, with the com- 
mencement of Gentile Christianity. Hort thinks 
that this is perhaps the most om ae og part of the 
book, because so much was included in it in regard 
to development and expansion. ‘The second section 
of this part, the fifth of the entire book, extends from 
16 : 6 to 19; 20, and gives an account of the progress 
of the Gospel and the foundation of churches in the 
province of Macedonia, Achaia (Greece), ' and 
* Asia” (the Roman province of that name). Inthe 
study of Acts we must continually keep in mind the 
close of each section. So far we have had 6:7; 9: 
31; 12: 24; and now 16: 5. 

.—A. D. 50 is usually accepted. Stirling's 

* Atlas,” pages 13 and 14 (Fleming H. Reveil Co., 
New York City, 4o cents net); Arnold's ‘* Chart of 
Paul's Journeyings” (The Sunday School ‘Times 
Company; 20 cents net). 


M. The Lesson... ..., ; 4.20 _ 
Mew: Difficulties (vs. .36-39).—-The proposal for the 
revisit was probably due to the consciousness of the 
needs of converts (1 Thess. 2: 17-20). It led to the 
difference between Paul and Barnabas. Barnabas 
with characteristic ‘warmth (9 : 27; 11 : 28) defended 
Ins young relative and held fast to him. . Paul !was 
equally determined not to take him, and ‘this, too, 
was characteristic of sternness toward what he re- 
arded as weakness and disloyalty (Gal. 2:14; 2 
im. 1:7, 8; 4:10). While the quarrel itself was 
wrong, we cannot absolutely decide which pplicy was 
right, though the brethren at Antioch clearly did not 
think Paul to be in error (v. 40). Perhaps it was the 
confidence of Barnabas that led to Mark’s recovery 
and Paul’s later fnendship (Col. 4: 10: 2 Tim. 4: 
11). The result was two spheres of work instead of 
one, Barnabas naturally going to his native country 
(4 : 36), where he had worked during the. previous 
tour (13:4). This is the last we know of Barnabas 
except for Paul’s mention of him in 1 Corinthians 
: 6. (3) 
7 a Helpers (ws. 40, 41; 16 : 3).—Paul selected 
Silas as his companion, having doubtless seen special 
qualifications in him. Like Paul, he was both He- 
brew by birth and a Roman by citizenship (16 : 37), 
and this would give him fitness, while his preaching 
power had already been proved (15: 32).. Further 
xeferences to Silas will be seen as we proceed (chap. 
17; t Thess, 3: 1, 2). It is usually supposed that he 
is the Silvanus of 1 Peter 5: 12. 
notice that Paul selected Timothy as a second com- 
panion, and from this time forward the two were 
closely cosnected, It is F ig perp striking that, 
althougl Paul had refused Mark, presumably on ac- 
count of weakness, Timothy seems to have been both 
oung and nervous himself, and constantly called 
a Paul’s exhortations to courage and to strength (2 
Tim. 1:8; 2:1). Perhaps it was through his inter- 
est in and sympathy with Timothy that -he learned 
by and by to appreciate Mark, who had also become 
eoswned: through experience. The first part of the 
tour consisted of revisiting churches previously 
founded in Syria and South Galatia (15: 41). (4) 
New Methods (16 : 1-5).—Timothy lived at Lystra, 
where he had been born, and was a convert of the 
former visit (rt Tim. 1:2; 2 Tim. 3: 10,11). His 
‘mother was a Christian Jewess, named Eunice (2 
Tim. 1: 5), but his father was a Greek, so that Tim- 
othy was the offs ring of a mixed marriage, Asiatic 
and European. Paul's action with regard to Timo- 
thy was on the principle of expediency (1 Cor. 6: 
12), though he resisted a similar proposal in the case 
of Titus (Gal. 2: 3-5). There was no inconsistency 
in this, because Timothy, being half a Jew by birth, 
would have caused friction in Jewish communities if 


Whe is the greatest event in history? Was it 


By Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


At this point we - 


Whole Lesson 


Paul had not done this. No doubt the action was 
taken in view of the future with special reference to 
places where Timothy was not known, and so, as no 
vital principle was involved, Paul endeavored to re- 
move all unnecessary grounds of difficulty (1 Cor. 9: 
20). Although later Paul was charged with incon- 
sistency (Gal. 1 : 8-10; 5 : 11), there was really noth- 
ing of the sort in it, for Paul was too great a soul to 
be inconsistent on a point like this. (§) 

New Teachings (vs. 6-10).—The missionaries itin- 
erated through the region covered on the first visit, 
but when they attempted to prosecute an evangel- 
istic tour in the province of Asia with Ephesus, the 
chief city, as their objective, they were prevented by 
the Holy Spirit, who, in some supernatural way, in- 
dicated his will (8:29; 10: 19). And so, instead of 
following the high road west to Ephesus, they trav- 
eled toward the northwest, arriving opposite Mysia 
on the border of the province of Asia, with the inten- 
tion of entering the province of Bithynia. Here they 
kept attempting for some time to enter the Roman 

rovince northeast of Asia and northwest of Galatia 
1 Pet. 1: 1), but again they were prevented. The 
phrase ‘Spirit of Jesus,” is only found here, and it 
is a to the Holy Spirit as the gift of the as- 
cended Christ. (2 : 33). - (6) 

Thus, against their personal intentions, they were 
carried still farther afield, God’s purpose being far 
wider than theirs, Paul’s plan was to go from the 
great capital of Antioch te the great capital of Ephe- 
sus, the leading city of Asia Minor, in furtherance of 
his usual method of concentrating on great centers. 
The result of these restraints was that they arrived 
at Troas, a city of Mysia on the coast, with the 
igean Sea in front and Europe beyond them. Troas 
had been founded by the Greeks, and then passed 
into Roman hands and made a colony (20: 5, 6; 2 
Cor. 2: 12; 2 Tim. 4:13). They were not there long 
before they learned God's will in all these mysterious 
checks, for a vision was granted of ‘‘a man of Mace- 
donia.” ‘The Macedonians were akin to the Greeks, 
and occupied ‘a region in the center of the Balkan 
Peninsula, which is so much before notice in connec- 
tion with the present war. They were very power- 
ful under Alexander the Great, but were finally con- 
quered by Rome, and Macedonia became a province 
of the Empire. Ramsay thinks that the ** man of 
Macedonia" was Luke himself, who appears on the 
scene at this point, but this is, of course, a mere con- 
jecture. (7) 

Some might say that there was equal need in Asia 
Minor, and this is true, but God's plan was to evan- 
gelize this part of Europe first, and later on. as we 
shall see, to give attention to Ephesus. ‘The vision 
made everything perfectly clear, and at once, * put- 


ting two and.two together,” they came to the con- 


clusion that it was God's will for them to cross over. 
Here for the first time Luke appears. as indicated by 
the word ‘‘we.” (See The Sunday School Times, March 
18, p. 178). And:‘so the four men set sail. Paul, Tim- 
othy, Silas, and Luke, and we may illustrate this 
simple, quiet, natural voyage by the voyage of the 
Mayflower, in 1620, with the Pilgrim Fathers on board. 

Just see these four men gong down to the quay at 
Troas: a determined and fearless leader in Paul, a 
zealous teacher in Silas, a cultivated professional 
man in Luke. anda youthin Timothy. In that boat 
were the seeds of life for Europe. The story is so 
simply. told that we fail to realize that in it is the 
making of Europe and America of to-day. (8) 

New Results (vs. 11-15).—They crossed over to 
Samothrace, where the boat anchored for the night. 
This was an island northwest of Troas and about 
half-way across. The next day they reached Ne- 
apolis, the seaport of “ee about thirty miles 
from Samothrace, and usually identified with the 
modern town of Kavalla. Then they went to Phil- 
ippi, a city founded by Philip of Macedonia and 
called by his name. After it had passed into Roman 
hands it was made a Roman colony. It was about 
ten miles inland from Neapolis (20 : 6; Phil. 1: 1; 
t Thess. 2: 2). (9) 

Opinions differ as to the meaning of the phrase 
‘* the first of the district.” Some think it means the 
first city to be reached on Paul's line of route. Others 
think it means the chief city of that part of Mace- 
donia, referring to its political importance. Amphi- 
polis (17: 1) was the capital, but Philippi was its 
rival and afterward became the more important of 
the two. A Roman colony was honored for military 
reasons by being treated as if part of the city of Rome 
itself. It wasa representation in miniature of the 
Roman people, its magistrates being elected by the 
citizens and enjoying special privileges. Its laws, 
coinage, and official language were all Latin. . But of 
course the idea of a ‘colony ” is quite different from 
ours to-day. (10) 
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It is suggested that there must have been a time 
of real sae boc ry the arrival, for, notwithstandin 
the vision at , nothing seems to have pee ae 
for several days (v. 12),and no **man of Macedonia” 
a red. Indeed, their first convert was not a Ma- 
cedonian, or even a man, and their first audience 
consisted of women (v. 13). Jews were not numer- 
ous in a military center like Philippi, and as there 
was no syn in the town they went outside the 
gate to the river. The Jews often preferred a water- 
side for worship, because ceremonial ablutions could 
be performed there (21 : 5; Ezra 8: 15-2t). They 
sat down and spoke quite naturally to the women as- 
sembled. Everything was free and simple. It was 
an ag ensue way of opening Europe to the Gos- 
pel. omen occupied an important position in Ma- 
cedonia, and were prominent in the churches there 
(17 : 4, 12). (11) i 

Lydia came from a city in the country of Lydia, 
and some think she may have received this name in 
Philippi. to indicate the fact, ‘the Lydian,” though 
Lydia was not an uncommon name, ‘The country 
of Lydia in general, and of Thyatira in par- 
ticular, was included in the province of Asia, and 
south of Mysia. It was very prosperous commer- 
cially and the dyeing trade flourished there. Thya- 
tira was one of the seven churches of Asia (Rev. 1: 
11). It was such purple-dyed garments that Lydia 
sold in Philippi, where she had apparently settled for 
business purposes. She was an adherent of Judaism 
(v..14), and soon showed sustained attention to Paul 
and his companions, the result being that as she lis- 
tened God influenced her to receive the Gospel. 
The phrase ‘‘ whose heart the Lord opened” refers 
to the application of the Gospel by the Holy Spirit. 
She soon showed her faith by accepting baptism, and 
she and her household were thus received into the 
visible Church of Christ. (12) 

The first European convert was a woman, and 
Christianity has done more than anything else to up- 
lift womanhood. See Gesta Christi, by C. L. Brace 
(Doran Co., New York City, $1.25 net). 


Ill. Central Truths 

1. Man's Need of Help.—How vivid is the picture 
of the ‘man of Macedonia.” The word ‘* Macedonia” 
implies the powerlessness of the Greek intellect, and 
at the same time the futility of the Roman power. 
So that intellectually, socially, and morally there was 
great destitution, real distress, deep degradation, and 
intense desire. What are the elementsin which man 
is lacking and as to which he specially needs help ? 
(1.) Spiritual Perception Man needs the knowledge 
of God, for by wisdom he cannot discover the ‘Al- 
mighty (Job 37: 23). (a) Sperttual Pardon.—The 
first great necessity following the revelation of God 
is the forgiveness of sins. (3) Spiritual Power. 
—Next comes the necessity of noliness and deliver- 
ance from the bondage and defilement of sin. (33) 


IV. A Lesson Outline 
1. New Difficulties (2 Cor. 2 : 12-17). 
2. New ie (Isa, 6: §-9). 
3. New Methods (Matt. 9 : 32-38). 
4 New Teachings (Ezek. 11 : 14-20). 
5. New Results (Rev. 22 : 13-21). 
Wvcuiirre CoLiece, Toronto. 


% 
The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Missionaries in Feathers.— forbidden of the Holy 
Spirit to speak the word in Asta(v.6). This points 
to the reason why the seriors young fellow right out 
of college with a heart and a purpose turns his 
face toward the pagans of the -‘ West.” He does 
not stay to speak the word in heathen New York, 
Chicago, and other ‘‘Asias.” The Iron Rose Bible 
Class has sent a lot of very high-grade Rhode Island 
Reds out to India as Missionaries in Feathers. They 
are giving a good account of themselves there among 
the outcaste Christians. They are to open up a way 
for the Hindu believer to make his small living. 
Yes, indeed, there are lots of poor colored folks in 
America who would like to have a pair of big red 
chickens. But God has never pa R us to set The 
Neck up in the poultry business. He has this India 
work for us todo right now. Other folks are looking 
after The Neck in kindergarten and Sunday-school. 
Heaven always handles its workers on business 

rinciples, A man is sent where his work will count 
or most. Heaven believes in specialists. When a 
man is ripe by training, God picks and sends him. 
We have to go because the Holy Spirit blocks all 
ways but one. This is why you are where you are 
(Luke 4: 25, 26; John 15: 16). (1) 

Vision, and Ears.—A vision... 
saying, Come and help us (v. 9). 
only to the elect. Only responsive ears are attuned 
to cries for help. The wicked have only night- 
mares, and the cry for help is echoed back in excuses. 
**Come over into Africa and help us,” the 
black man on the Congo cries. Thechampagne cork 
pops, extravagance flaunts, and cold respectability 
s00ks. wise and says, ‘‘ Charity begins at home.” 
And buys a new gown for a display at a ‘ Charity 


in the night... 
Visions are given 
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Ball” for the Good Samaritan Hospital. Five thou- 
sand for the ‘ expenses of hall,” etc., and one thou- 
sand for the ‘‘charity at home.” Paul's secret of 
success was his vision and his ears. And it will be 
yours also, whether you preach the Gospel or sell 
goods. Don’t forget that (Prov. 29:18; Acts 2: 17). 


Vision and Decision.—S/raighiway we sought to 
go (v. 16), The man with a vision is a man of de- 
cision, Cesar, Napoleon, Washington. All of our 
Captains of Industry. All of our men of achieve- 
ment. President Roberts, President Cassatt, Presi- 
dent Rea saw this great Pennsylvania Railroad I 
am riding on, as it is in its present greatness, back 
oye in the jerk-water days of its littleness. i 4 

ad the vision of it. And so they made every lic 
count for the realization of that vision. This is why 
Mr, Cassatt’s statue presides over the great New 
York station, ‘‘ built years ahead of its time.” The 
reason I repeatedly tell you fellows there is no big 
business of long standing without a’ godly man at the 
head somewhere is because only.in this sort go the 
vision and decision. The human race issw tied up 
with heaven that we can get nowhere.in ap upward 
direction without Heaven’s pull. . Granting a vision 
_seems to be Heaven's choicest way of hoisting us 
(Gen. 37: 5-11; Acts 10:3; Rev. 21:1). 
some of you young feliows have been given a vision 
of a little rose-covered bungalow up yonder on Honey- 
suckle Hill. ‘ Straightway"” your whole habit of life 
now changes, You become careful of your wages. 
Careful of your habits. Careful of your companions. 
Thrift has some nice relations, you soon fird out. 
Religion is a good grandfather. You come and join 
church, and here you are in the Iron Rose Bible 
Class. You find yourself going up in Old Mahogany’s 
opinion, and promotion has come. No accident, my 
boy. ‘The vision, the decision, and you have arisen. 


Old Soldiers.—PAlippi...a Roman colony (v. 
18). Whiere the veterans of the Roman army lived. 
We have just been to St. Louis, where we attended 
the Pilgrim Church and helped celebrate Decoration 
Day. Here was a bunch of fine-looking veterans, 
grizzled and bald-headed. Fifty years have passed 
since as young men in their twenties they bore the 
brunt of battle, ‘* What fine-looking old fellows they 
are!" cried Danforth, the superintendent of the Sun- 
day-school. ‘* Yes, and all Christian men,” someone 
added. Then I laughed the laugh of the ‘I-told- 

ou-so.” For my preaching was ‘again’ proved. 
These vigorous men who are now left after fifty years 
are the godly onés among that soldier host because— 
oh. well, you know—because the Christian 1s the man 
who doesn't ** booze,” "doesn't ‘tsport,”. and ‘“takes 
care‘of himself.” ‘The soldier who has the clear head, 
the calm spirit, the clean body, is the Christian soldier. 
The old soldiers now left, both North and South, are 
no accidents, These old Roman soldiers at Philippi 
in their way and lights were of the same sort. ‘This 
is why they were so good to Paul and why he loved 
the Philippi church so dearly. His letter to them is 
one of the most charming he ever wrote. Sit right 
down and read it now as a reference. 


Among the Rich.—Zydia, a seller F gevpie (v. 14). 
Goodness always attracts goodness, There you find 
ood men you will Ser find goo—better women! 
wydia was worshiping God according to such light 
as she had. It takes a woman to get up a little 
prayer-meeting when she wants to, Some. men 
would balk because ‘‘can’t seem to get a room any- 
where.” Lydia was no ordinary ‘‘sweet Little But- 
tercup” shoestring-and-button peddler. She dealt 
in costly stuffs, and her customers and clients were 
those ‘‘clad in purple and fine linen.” God thinks 
just as much of the rich and high as he does of the 
poor and lowly, although the rich and high are 
harder to reach and save, In the early church we 
find fine ladies even as now (Luke 8:3). I have an 
idea that God used Lydia as a missionary to the great 
ones with whom she did business, and if I were a 
reacher I could preach a good sermon along this 
ine. She no doubttook the new religion back to the 
home-office in Thyatira. And you will please re- 
member that Thyatira was the place closed to Paul. 
Lydia’s position as merchant and a leading lady citi- 
zen would enable her to evangelize the ce etter 
than Paul coulddoit. When God saatel his church 
he did not recruit entirely from fishermen and tax- 
gatherers. He had all sorts of friends, from the un- 
known who owned the beasts and the upper room to 
the crowds that came in their poverty and need 
(Mark 11:2, 3; 14: 14, 15). (2) 

COATESVILLE, Pa, 
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Have you seen our descriptive book folder, ** Your 
Chest of Tools for Sunday-School Work’’? Are 
you equipped with the books that others have found so 
handy and useful, or are you trying to get along with- 
out these tools of high efficiency in a work that needs the 
utmost skill? This list suggests a number of additions 
to your own or your school’s equipment that can wonder- 
fully help to increase efficiency. The prices include post- 
age. The books themselves include much that you would 
not want to miss. Send a postcard request for tt to-day. 
The Sunday School Times Co., 1071 Walnut Street, Phil- 
adeiphia, 


. them that’ Christ leves them.” 


Forexample, . 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday School Times 
three full months in advance of the date of the lesson. If 
coming later they may not be considered at all. Do not 

submit illustrations without first securing a circular that ex- 
plains the acceptance of material, and the year's lesson calen- 
dar, which will be sent for a two-cent stamp. All readers are 
invited to assist in the conduct of this department. One dollar 
is offered for every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and two 
dollars for the best illustration each week. 


** Kept it All to Theirselves.’’— Come over into 
Macedonia, and help us (Golden ‘Text). ‘I sent 
my love to you every day,” said a little girl indig- 
nantly to aconvalescent friend, who felt hurt because 
no word of remembrance had come to her; ‘‘ they 
just took it and kept it all to their selves.” In an 
article in one of our magaziues a missionary made a 
passionate plea for men and women to come and tell 
the story of a Saviour’s love for sinners. ‘‘ Oh, the 
people; the eee. she wrote earnestly, ‘they ate 
so dark and ignorant. and-lonely. Come and teil 
hrist sent his love 
to them, and-each-returning.day,sends it byus. Do 


-we,deliver it or keep He a ease Keane. the E-x- 
u 


posttor. Sent by Felton Williams, Buford. Ga. 


Sent Away Sorrowing.— Come over into Macedonia, 
and help us (Golden Text). ‘‘Sahtb, we would see 
y village is over yonder three miles away. 
Ve have given up idolatry. and we wish to embrace 
the Jesus religion. Come with me; the entire village 
is waiting for your coming.”’ Before I could reply 
another man stepped forward, and then a third, and 
lo! a fourth, pew fren the lips of each fell the Mace- 
donian cry. Listen to the last man: ‘' Sahib, this is 
the*fourth year that I have come to you. and every 
time you have sent me away sorrowing Oh, Sahib, 
give me a message of hope this time."’ With a 
breaking heart I had to say: ‘‘ Your village is eight 
miles away, and I dare not even encourage you tll I 
have ateacher for you. Be patient another year.” 
This is what occurred last year in a little village 
in the jungles of India immediately after a bap- 
tismal service in which the writer had the joy of bap- 
tizing 152 men, women, and children (representing 
all the families there). In the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in India there are in all 150,000 who, like 
these inquirers are waiting for a chance to confess 
the Christ openly in baptism — From w pony oft 
Schutz, in The Christian Advocate. Sént by H. H. 
Smith, Ford, Va, 


Whose Hunger?-—Come over, ... and help us 
(Golden Text). A missionary was invited to go into 
an interior place by a lone Christian, who said.*: Oh, 
brother, come; we are so hungry!" 


they are not hungry, after all? Your journey will 
be in vain."’ But a deeper voice answered: :* What 
if they are not hungering for the Bread of ‘life ? 
There is One hungering to give them that Bréad. 
Go and minister to the hunger of the Lord Jesus!” 
He went, and as he encountered dangers and trials 
deep and sore, the precious thought upheld him: 
‘*You are ministering to the hunger of the Lord 
Jesus.”—From The Christian. Sent by Mrs, Dowen, 
Kingston Hill, Surrey, Eng. 


All Along the Line.— Come over (Golden Text), A 
soldier in the Civil War had lost his place in his com- 
pany. and rather timidly said to General Sherman as 
he came up behind the line, ‘* Where shall I step 
in?” ‘Step in?" said the general, ‘‘stepin? Step 
in anywhere. There is fighting all along this line.” 
And that is precisely true of the great battlefield to 
which you and I belong. Stepin anywhereand work 
for God.—From Record of Christian Work. Sent 
by Mrs. Dowen, Kingston Hill, Surrey, Eng. 


** Bled to Death!""—Come over,...and help us 
(Golden Text). Some good people, who proudly call 
themselves ‘* loyal,” say that the churches are being 
bled to death by their offerings for missions. One of 
their own number says that so long as their offerings 
for missions average only seven cents a member, it 
is amusing to talk of being bled to death. A people 
that cannot give seven cents each in a year without 
being bled to death must be somewhat anemic.— 
From Missionary Intelligencer. Sent by Arthur 
T. Cox, Bethany, W.Va. The prize for this week 
ts awarded to thts tllustration. 


London without a Doctor.—Cowe over,... and 
nelp us (Golden Text). Is there any one with ima- 
gination keen enough to picture what would happen 
if all the hospitals in London were closed, if all the 
surgeons disappeared, and if not a single doctor or 
trained nurse were left to care for the sick of the 
world’s greatest city? London without a doctor ! 
Seven millions of men, women, and children bearing 
their sicknesses alone! The Chinese province of 
Kweichow, in the northwest corner of which I am 
writing this, has a population estimated at seven 
millions. There is not a doctor in the whole of this 
province. Missionarfes are working in nine centers, 
but although several of these missionaries are mar- 
ried women there is no medical missionary in the 
whole’ number. — From the Rev. S. Pollard, in 
Christian Work and Evangelist. Sent by Arthur 
2. Cox, Bethany, W. Va. 


When the jour- ° 
ney was all arranged a voice asked him, ‘* What if . 
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- Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister to the Anglo-American 


Congregation in Beyrout, Syria 

Be <4 all knew that his father was a Greek (v. 

3). ‘The power of finding Gospel ‘‘ excuses ”’ is 

one of the affinities of East and West. The 
writer once visited along with a Jewish evangelist the 
house of a Jewish rabbi in Syria, The latter said that 
he couldn't listen to the Gentile Christian because 
though honest he was ignorant, for only a Jew could 
understand the Bible ; he objected to his kinsman 
even more, because, though knowing the truth, he 
had become a hypocrite ! 

The Gentile half of ‘Timothy might preach with a 
tongue of fire, but his maternal half was that of a 
renegade Jew, and they were not to be converted by 
half.a saint! ora Pn ps : 

Come over into Macedonia, and help us (v. 9 
What changes were to follow! visit there was 
the beginning of a work tirat has n ; . 
América Christian coatineats.  Itthei ities: 
Jews are now small litigant congregations in. which 
men sit with the head covered, after the Eastern 
fashion, and read in an unspoken language “about 
rules of the Law that can no longer be kept ! 

ALEXANDRIA, Ecypt. 


Visiting the Lesson Scenes | 


UR map shows where Europe and Asia almost 
meet, with only a narrow line of sea-waters 
between them. ‘The old town marked * By- 

zantium ” is what we now call Constantinople. ‘Ihe 
number 22 is attached to the point of ‘a V at Troas, 





the seaport where Paul was lodging when he had his 
dream or vision of the call across the waters to Mace- 
donia in Europe. Notice that the arms of the V reach 
northward out over the water in the direction of 
Neapolis and Philippi.’ We will stand on the shore 
and look off as those lines indicate. 

But where is the town of Troas? Not a single 
building stands complete on the downward slope of 
the hill before us, though we do see fragments of 
hewn stone here and there among the little oak-trees 
which half cover the ground. s a matter of fact, 
most of the building stone of Troas was long ago 
loaded on small sailing vessels and carried over to 
Constantinople to construct new shops and houses 
there. 

But why were not buildings still needed here? 
There is no definite record of the abandonment of 
this place. The ravages of ancient wars may have 
had a good deal to do with the destruction of Troas. 
But as we look out over what used to be the harbor, 
we see a good practical reason for the removal of 
business. A long ridge of sea-sand stands like a 
crooked gate or bar to keep vessels from approaching 
the shore. We can look far out beyond it over the 
shimmering waters of the sea, and we know that 
Paul sailed from here toward that distant horizon 
line. Neapolis is about a hundred miles away 
straight ahead. 

There was probably no sand-bar here nineteen 
hundred years ago. It is the result of the interven- 
ing centuries of sea-currents, piling up the shifting 
grains in one compact mass. hen Paul slept in a 
house on this hillside,—perhaps on a house-roof with 
the moon shining over town and harbor,—there were 
many vessels anchored off-shore, just come from 
Egypt or Byzantium, just ready to sail for Macedonia 
or Sicily or Italy. 

(Stereograph entitled ‘‘Harbor of old Troas and 
view northwest toward Macedonia.” 


The Underwood Travel System is, under this heading, ap- 
plied as usual to the lessons for the year. ‘The use of the 
stereographs will be found a most practical help in making 
the lesson places real. Forty-four places will be visited during 
1916. ‘The forty-four stereographs cost $7.33, and, if all are 
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LESSON FOR JUNE 4 (Acts 15 : 36 to 16 : 15) 


ordered at one time, a cloth-bound, gold-let- 
tered case is given free. Eleven places are to 
be visited described with the lessons of this 
quarter ; cost $1.84. Only two new places 
be visited in June. Those two stereographs, 20 
cents each. (Less than five in one order, 20 


cents each.) Stereoscopes, 90 cents each. Post- 
J on all orders for 


age or a is pi 

stere or stereoscopes. tern slides 
of the same scenes can also be obtained. Plain 
slides, 50 cents each ; sepia-tinted, 55 cents; 
colored, $1.10. In orders for twenty-five or more 


at one time prices are: plain slides, cents 
each ; tinted, 45 cents ; a ath a $1.00. 
Address The Sunday School Times Company, 


1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. Pa. 
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From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


APrayer Before the Lesson.— Our Father, 
we thank thee that when we have tried to follow 
our own way, thou hast recalled us to thy way. 
‘Thou knowest that we have sometimes rebelled 
against this, but’ afterward how glad we have 
been that we heard thy voice ! e pray that 
thou wilt remind us day by day of the way in 
which thou wouldst lead us; and may we not 
draw away from thee, but yield to thy will and 
follow thy slightest leadings whithersoever thou 
dost point out the way. ‘Through obedience we 
thank thee that there may be an increase of ser- 
vice beyond anything that we could ask or think. 
Gran\, we pray thee, that our obedience may 
be complete,’ and that day by day thine own 
Pen may be our guide. In Jesus’ name, 

men * : 


After the Lesson.—-Have you ever no- 
ticed h»ww hard. we try to follow our own 
plans when. sometimes God is calling us in 

uite another direction? Where was it that 
Paul and Silas tried to go? . Who was it who 
interfered?. Can any onetell.to what town 
they came after they were turned aside from 
their first plan? What vision’ did Paul have 
in the’ night? ~-What “did the ‘man-in the 
vision say to"Paul? Yes, *‘Come over into 
Mucedonia ané help us.’* ‘Then, of course, 
Paul wrote ‘back’ ‘and Said that he hadn’t 
time, and that'he wanted to go somewhere 
else, and he didn’t exactly feel like it ! 

“After Paul was turned:aside on the Damas- 
cus road from his/pérseeution of tie Christians 
apd when “bé:.gave: himself: entirely’ the 
service Of Cheetah Suiiae. pees ‘any hotion 

if exactly:where ‘he 


tint weenie Becresy ‘ 
ought to ee that-he did was simply, what_ 


od did through him. ‘He knew this better 


than ‘anybody else, and when: he heard God’s 


voice speaking. he didn’t shut his ears as 
some of us do, but like lightning he. jumped 
to do the thing that God wanted him to do. 





i: ALLING~\WVEST 
THE Uowseceareo Wit 


STRAIGHTWAY ! 











But what are you doing for the person who 
is calling just over beyond for help in this great 
journey we call life? Are you carrying any 
Gospel message at God’s order, ‘‘ straight- 
way,’’ whether you feel like itor not? Let’s 
think about that to-day as we go to our 
homes; and may we submit ourselves to 
God’s service in such a way that he can use 
us even as he used Paul-and Silas to what- 
ever degree he may be willing to open out 
our lives. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


** Christ for the world we sing.” 

** From Greenland’s icv mountains."’ 

** He leadeth me: O blessed thought."’ 

‘* It may not be on the mountain's height,"’ 

** Lord, speak to me, that I may speak.”’ 

** O Zion, haste, thy mission high fulfilling."’ 

** Speed away, speed away on your mission 
of light.”" . 

** Walk in the light : so shalt thou know.”’ 

(References in parentheses are to the metrical 

Psalm book ‘‘ Bible Songs.”’) 


Psalm 42 : 1-8 (88 : 1, 6, 9). 
Psalm 28 : 1-9 (59: 1, 2, 7. 8). 
Psalm 143 : 1-12 (307 : 1-3). 
Psalm 98 : 1-9 (197 : 1-4). 
Psalm 45 : 10-17 (95 : 1-3). 
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Margaret Slattery’s ‘* The Girl in Hes 
Teens’? is just the book to help you with your 
elass of girls, It may be had from The Sun- 
day School Times Co., at 50 cents, postpaid. 


tis | Department Helps 

















For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON TEACHING, — Christians 
+ and heed the calls for help. 
Review.—Show the picture of Peter 
raying at yeppe- How many men came 
for him? here did they ask him to go? 
Was he ready to help Cornelius? In a vision 
or dream God’s Holy Spirit told him to go. 
Peter did help Cornelius by telling the story 
of Jesus. (Lessons for April 16 and 23.) 
ho needed Philip’s help, that he might 
understand what he was reading? (Lesson 
for March1g9.) God’s Holy Spirit told Philip 
where to go to help the Ethiopian. 

When Paul and Barnabas traveled as mis- 
sionaries the Gentiles in different cities asked 
their help so that they might hear and know 
the story of Jesus, 

Peter, Philip, Paul, and Barnabas were 
glad to help others, because they were Chris- 
tians. Sing the refrain of *‘ Tell me the old, 
old story.’’ 

After Paul and Barnabas returned to Anti- 
och they stayed a long time teaching and 
preaching. They found a new friend, Silas. 

This Week's Lesson Story.—Five or six 
years passed. One day Paul said to Barna- 
bas, Let us go again to every city where we 
told the story of Jesus and find out how the 
Christians are doing. Barnabas wanted to 
take his nephew, John Mark, but Paul said, 
No, because he turned back and left them on 
their first trip, Barnabas took Mark and 
sailed to Cyprus, where he used to live. 

Paul chose his new friend, Silas, to be his 
companion. They traveled byland. Before 
long they reached Lystra, where Paul healed 


hear 


| the cripple and where he was stoned. At 
| Lystra they met a fine young man, named 
| Timothy. 


Paul learned to love him, and 
chose Timothy for another companion. They 
traveled together a great deal after that. In 
evety' city, Paul, Silas, and Timothy helped 


thé thurches to grow stronger. 


After a while they reached a new part of 


\| the eountry, where they had not been -be- 
fore... Paul was uncertain which way to: go:’}' 


God’s Holy Spirit guided them until they 
came to Troas, by the sea. ‘It was. in Joppa 
by the sea that Peter had his noonday vision. 
It was in ‘Troas by the sea that Paul had a 
night vision. 

Iie saw the other shore, many miles away, 
and a man beckoning and saying, Come over 
into Macedonia and help us. - That was a 
strange country to. them, but God’s Holy 
Spirit told Paul and his friends to go. ‘They 
were glad to obey. They sailed two or three 
days inaship. They spent a few days look- 
ing around the city. 

On the Sabbath they looked for a syna- 
gogue where they might worship, Instead 
of finding a synagogue. they heard of a 
prayer-meeting, outside the city gate, by the 
river. ‘They found the place, but didn’t see 
the man who spoke to Paul in his vision, 
Instead, they found a group of women who 
had met there to pray. 

Paul and his friends sat down to worship 
with them; then Paul had a chance to tell 
the story of Jesus. The women were glad 
to hear it. One of them, named Lydia, was 
rich, She made and sold beautiful purple 
cloth, such as kings wear. 

Lydia listened to Paul’s story with ail her 
heart, just as Cornelius listened and rejoiced 
to hear Peter. Lydia believed what she 
heard and was baptized with her family. She 
was so thankful to Paul and his friends for 
bringing the good news about Jesus that she 
said, If you think I am faithful to the Lord, 
come to my house and stay. It was such a 
kind invitation that they went. 

Ilow did Paul help Lydia and her family ? 
How did Lydia help Paul and his friends? 

After the Story.—A missionary started a 
school for black boys in Africa. Some re- 
turned to their homes far away for vacation. 
They told other boys about their wonderful 
school and teacher, A few weeks later 
some boys in another village heard about 
that school, so they walked two hundred 
miles to find the teacher and to say, Come 
to our village and teach us. He couldn’t go 
because he had his own school, full of boys, 
but he promised to write to America to ask 
Sunday-school boys and girls to give part of 
their money to send another teacher to that 
village, where the black boys asked for help. 


sailed to Cyprus. 
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Hand-work.—Impression must lead to ex- 
pression, As a review the children may help 
to illustrate to-day’s story on the sand-board 
or blackboard, or retell the story from the 
picture, or act it out informally, 

As summer is at hand, plan some practical 
way by which your children may help others. 
In the. country, some may gather flowers to 
send to the flower missions in the city for dis- 
tribution, In some.county homes plans may 
be made to care for one or two city children 
for a week or two, 

The attention of city children may be di- 
rected to the glass globes in many stores, 
placed to receive money for the Fresh Air 
Fund—ice, pure milk, or summer outings. 

One teacher aroused interest by placing a 
half-pint glass cream-bottle on the table, tell- 
ing the children that the love-money dropped 
into it would help to buy good milk for poor 
babies, Saggest something practical, as next 
Sunday is Children’s Day 


CHICAGO, 
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My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. Luella Denison Baldwin 


F YOU had gone into a new community 
and bad tried to be of help to the people, 
if you had taught them of Christ but 

they had turned against you, and asked you 
to leave town (13 :50), and had mistreated 
and tried tq kill you, would you ‘have cared 
to return to visit these people? ‘Ihat’s the 
very thing Paul wanted to do. 

The plan was to first revisit the converts 
made during the former tour to see how tliey 
faved. (v. 36). Barnabas took Mark and’ 
We have no further record 
of their experiences. Paul and Silas went 
north through Syria and Cilicia. ‘ 

As you teach let some girl trace their course 
upon the map as mention is made of the 
places. Your girls will not grasp these les- 
sons unless you use a map. 

Their first visits were to Derbe and Lystra. 
They stayed with a famiiy, the mother 
Eunice, the grandmother Lois, and son 
Timothy, all of whom had been converted 
on their first visit. This may have been the 
family that took Paul to their home. and 
nursed lim after the mob had. left: him. out- 
side'the city for-dead (14:19). (5) 

God through Paul now calls young Timothy 
to give his ‘life to' Christian work (v. 31). 
The question, ‘* What shall I do with my 
life?”’ comes ‘to every young man and 
woman, The way to settle it is to ask, 
** What: does - God want with my life?” 
Timothy may have had his heart set upon a 
business career, ‘limothy’s mother was appar- 
ently a widow, ana Timothy the only child. 
Mother and son might liave refused God with 
the excase that ‘Timothy was needed at home 
as provider. If God calls you to his service 
he will take care of the home folks (Phil. 
4 2-19) (2) 

What two proofs does verse § give that the 
churches were growing? 

Is it always right to do the altogether good 
thing? It’s right for you to go to Sunday- 
school. But.if your mother is critically ill 
and you are needed at home, it’s wrong for 
you te be at Sunday-school. No matter 
how good a thing may, be, it’s wrong for you 
if Goa’s will for you is something other than 
that very thing. (3) 

You long to do a big work for God, but 
he’s keeping you tied to somesmal] monoto- 
nous task in an unseen corner, Isn’t the 
small concealed steam-valve as essential to 
the huge locomotive as the immense drive- 
wheel? You are living the biggest life pos- 
sible whether men count it large or small if 
you are at the task and in the place God wills 
for you. Now we see why God's Spirit re- 
strained these missionaries and they gave up 
the route they had mapped out, ‘They, not 
God, had done the mapping. Are we as 
ready to let God’s plans become our plans 
as were they? (4) 

No doubt as Paul walked up and down 
the streets of Troas he saw some’ foreigners 
from Macedonia, just as the Chinese, Jap- 
anese, and Italians live among us. ‘Their 
sad, hopeless countenances, their pagan 
superstitions and way-of living haunted him 
so that he could scarcely sleep. All the call 
to missionary work God oftentimes gives is 
such a vision of the dire need that it even 
haunts us in our sleep. 

To-day God does not always lead by the 
means he used in olden times, because we 
have the New. Testament and centuries of 
Christian experience; 


Paul had a vision of his work. --No work- 
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man would think of building a sky-scraper 
without an architect’s plan and specifica- 
tions. You say God has given you no 
vision. Are you this moment in the will of 
God as nearly as you know? Are you will- 
ing to follow the vision and the leading he 
would give you? Paul was. God will 
never let any one go astray if the supreme 
desire is to do His will regardless of what that 
may be, 

What did Paul do as soon as he knew the 
will of God ? (v.10; trace the journey by map). 

Who was among the earnest women at 
this prayer-meeting? The dyeing and sell- 
ing of fabrics was a big industry. Lydia 
must have been a woman of means and 
ability. Observe six things about Lydia’s 
conversion : She went to the place of prayer ; 
she heard the Word ; God opened her heart ; 
she gave heed to the Woid; she confessed 
Christ publicly ; she brought her household 
with her to Christ. (§) 

This litde prayer-meeting resulted in 
founding the first church in Europe and the 
spread of the Gospel over the continent and 
to the continents beyond, It is said that the 
big trees of California have the smallest seeds 
of any cone-bearing tree. ‘lhe far-reaching 
effects of prayer can not be measured. 


For Next Week’s Lesson 
Should Christians have burdens ? 
What should be done with burdens ? 
How can one obey both verses 2 and § ? 
What is meant by ‘* sowing unto his own 
flesh’ and ‘* sowing to the Spirit ’’ ? 
Does every act we do bear fruit? 


BIBLE INSTITUTE, Los ANGELEs, 
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For Those Using the Times 
Question Quarterly for Pupils 


Read Mr. Long’s article, ‘‘A School That 

Wins Out in Summer,"’ on ge 325. The 

Times Question Quarterly for Pupils can 

be used to reach and hold your absent 

pupils this summer as they perhaps never 
have been betore. 

HE ‘Times Question Quarterly gives date, 
number, title, Golden Text, and Scrip- 
ture reference of each lesson, duz no 

text. For the-text pupils must use their 
Bibles, and familiarity with their Bibles is 
thus the first advantage of this plan. 

Each: week The Sunday School ,Times 
“agro a brief article by Mr. Long telling 
1ow to make the most effective. use of the 
two sets of Questions in the Quarterly for 
that week. : 

In the Quarterly itself, following the title, 


.Golden ‘Fext, etc., come two sets of ques- 


tions on the lesson. ‘lhe first set (usually 
about seven in number) is intended to cover 
the **story’’ of the lesson, Each pupil is 
required to answer this first set of questions 
in writing, using blank space provided for 
the purpose on each page, The leaf is per- 
forated, The pupil tears it out and brings it 
to Sunday-school with him. 

A second set of questions follows, contain- 
ing additional work for the older pupils, but 
written work is not required on this set, 

The Times Question Quarterly for Pupils, 
each perforated sheet containing two sets of 
questions On the lesson with blank space for 
written answers, may be ordered at 10 cents 
per quarterly booklet, postpaid, or 40 cents 
a year, from The Sunday School ‘Times Co., 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 





Mr, Long’s Hints on Lesson 10. 


NDEX words for to-day: ‘Paul and 
Pupil and Physician at Philippi.’’ 

Call attention to the fact that here is 
where we first meet ‘Timothy the Pupil and 
Luke the Physician. 

In this lesson let us not emphasize the 
controversy between Paul and Barnabas, but 
rather call attention to questions d, ¢, /. 

Your pupils may not get g, but it will at 
least open their minds and they will be ready 
for your explanation of the ‘‘we’’ in verse 
10 as compared with ‘‘ they” in preceding 
verses, 

In connection with 4, our present lesson- 
study plan is intended to give your pupils 
the same training that ‘Timothy had received, 

Some of your pupils will not get 7. Turn 
in your Bible to the heading of the various 
Pauline Epistles, and show them ‘‘ The 
Epistle of Paul to the Romans,’’ etc. Then 
Jet them compare them with the geographi- 
cal names in the lesson. 


The Next Lesson 


Reference is made in next week’s lesson 
to Longfellow’s poem ‘‘ ‘The Bridge.’’ As- 
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. BIBLES FOR 
CHILDREN’S DAY 


THE MOST BEAUTIFUL BIBLES 
FOR THIS PURPOSE ARE THE | 


Oxford 
Pictorial 
Palestine 

Bibles 


With 
ILLUSTRATIONS IN BLACK 
AND NATURAL COLORS. 
No fanciful pictures, but only 
those that are true to life. 

These pictures instruct as well 
s interest 
HELPS FOR CHILDREN. 
BIBLES WITH QUESTIONS AND 
ANSWERS. ; 
Priced from 50 cents upward 


Send for booklet *‘ Bibles for Children.” 








OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS AMERICAN BRANCH 
29 West 32md Street, - + + + New York 














certain how many of your pupil’s have Long- 
fellow’s poems, If a number do not, it 
might be an agreeable change to have one 
of your pupils bring a copy and read the 
poem. 

Note question g: will your pupils be able 
to handle this question without help ? 


Et Paso, TEXAS. 
5 4 
Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View”’ 
By the Rev. William 0. Rogers 


NE day Paul said to Barnabas: ‘‘ Come 
on, Barnabas, let’s go again and visit 
our brethren in every city where we 

have preached, and see how they do.’ 

‘* All right,’? answered Barnabas, ‘I'll 
send down to Jerusalem right away for 
Mark,”’ 

**Not much you won’t,’’ declared Paul. 
*' Do you think I’m going to trust that fellow 
again after the way he went back on us at 
Perga?’’ 

Barnabas stood for giving Mark, his cousin, 
another chance. Paul stood just as firm 





against trusting him in such important work. 
So finally they agreed to separate, Barnabas 
and Mark went to Cyprus, while Paul took | 
Silas and started north. By and by Mark | 
developed into such a good worker that Paul | 
could trust him again (2 ‘Tim. 4: 11). 

Of course the missionaries visited Tarsus, 
Pau.'s old home, then went on to Derbe and 
Lystra 

** Whose house would they go to at Lys- 
tra?’’ asked teacher. 

‘* Timothy's,’’ hollered Bulldog. 

No doubt they received a welcome there. 
When they came to leave, Paul asked Mrs, 
Eunice if Timothy couldn’t go with them 
and become a missionary... Of course she 
hated to give him up, but what greater honor 
than to give her son to the work of preach- 
ing the Gospel? So she dedicated him to | 
the ministry, and when Paul and Silas started 
on again ‘Timothy went with them, leaving 
behind a tearful but happy mother and grand- 
mother to follow him with their prayers and 
treasure every bit of news from the evangel- 
istic party. (1) 

My part was to trace on the map this jour- 
ney as far as Troas. You remember about 
our_new cloth map that teacher made, with 
buttons for cities. Well, teacher gave me a 
long black string, and 1 tied it from Antioch 
to Tarsus, Derbe, Lystra, Iconium, Antioch 
(the other one, you know). But from there 
on no cities are given, only districts, and 
most of them where he tried to preach and 
couldn’t.. ‘Teacher had sewed some hooks 
_ along (the ‘*see-that-hump’’ kind, you 
know) for these districts of Phrygia, Galatia, 
Mysia, and Bithynia. So I hung the string 
along on the hooks, and finally came to the 





Troas button. (2) 
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Teacher thinks perhaps Paul wouldn’t 
have come this far if he hadn’t found all 
other doofs closed, and. that often our hin- 
drances ate God’s way ot guiding us, just as 
the closed gates along the irrigating ditches 
send the water where it is most needed. (3) 

Here at ‘l'roes Paul found a young doctor 
named Luke, and led him to Christ. Luke 
is the one who afterward wrote this very 
account that we are studying. Up to this 
chapter he wrote what Paul and others had 
told him; but here he begins writing as an 
eye-witness, and: says ‘‘we’’ did so-and-so 
(16:10). » 

Paul still didn’ t know where God wanted 
him to go next. ‘ So when he had a vision 
one night of a man calling him to come over 
into Macedonia he took it for God’s message 
and began to understand why things hadn’t 
opened up better in Asia. (4) 

The main thing about Paul was that when 
he believed God wanted him to do anything 
he went ahead end did it. So the very next 
morning they began hunting a ship for 
Macedonia, . 

The lesson-picture] was a photograph 
taken up on the hillside where Troas used 
to stand. It is nothing but ruins now, and 
a big sand-bar blecks the harbor.- But some- 
where on this hill Paul had his vision, and 
out over this sea the four men sailed to carry 
the Gospel to Europe. 

It seems that Philippi, where they first 
stopped, had no synago ue, there were so 
few Jews. But Paul knew what to do. 
Sabbath morning they went out to a grove 
on the river bank and found a few Jewish 
women holding a prayer-meeting. Paul 
preached to them (v. 14), the other men 
gave their testimonies (v. 13), and they had 
a fine meeting. (5) 

One of these women named Lydia was a 
widow who ran a drygoods store. She ac- 
cepted Christ, and so became the first con- 
vert in all Europe. She took the evangel- 
ists home to dinner with her, ‘and her chil- 
dren and servants were all converted and 
baptized, Then, of course, she entertained 
the evangelists as long as they stayed in 
Philippi, for she had a big house. (6) 


That was another time. when it paid to go | 


to prayer-meeting, wasn’t it ? 

Next Sunday is temperance day, and 
teacher said the lesson is like a puzzle, So 
he gave each of us one of these question : 

Guess how some of the church-members 
had -probably been treating those who did 
wrong ? (v. I.) 

How can we bear a burden for a drunk- 
ard ? (v. 2.) 

Find a seeming contradiction (vs. 2, 5). 

Find two kinds of rejoicing (v. 4). 

Find a lesson from farming (v. 7). 

Find another lesson from farming (v. 9). 

Find a sure cure for sin (v. 14). 


Terre Haute, INb. 





For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 











have been greatly encouraged by commu- 
nications from several sources telling of 
the helpfulness of the notes and sugges. 
tions of this column, Some of our readers 
have contributed to this by their suggestions 
and hints. I want to make this column the 
best of its kind anywhere, and therefore I 
solicit the help of our readers. Send me a 
note of your difficulties, or if you have found 
a method of conducting family worship more 
helpful than any suggested here tell me of it 
that [ may pass iton to others, Perhaps some 
may be inclined to send a letter bearing tes. 
timony to the power and blessing which 
family worship has been to themselves indi- 
vidually or to the members of the family 
collectively. We can greatly extend our 
usefulness if you will help us. 

This week’s lessons are chiefly missionary 
topics, and we should seek to give our young 
people a world-view of the kingdom. Let 
us seek to keep the fire on our own hearth 
burning brightly, and the heat will reach out 
all the farther. 

May 29 to June 4 
Mon.—Acts 15: 36 to 16:5. Call of the West. 

Hitherto the preaching of the Gospel in 
Europe had been well-nigh impossible. A 
new door and effectual was now opened to 
the apostle, and no matter how daring the 





1See “ Visiting the Lesson Scenes," page 328 in 
this issue. I 





entering in may seem it was undertaken in 
the Spirit’s power. Even the apostolic 
quarrel furthered the cause, since two mis- 
sions instead of one were carried on. 

PRAYER SuGGeEsTions: Pray that the 
brethren may dwell together in unity. Hot 
tempers and subsequent coolnesses in the 
Church of God do not tend to help on the 
church's best interests. Pray for a forgiv- 
ing spirit where an offense has been com- 
mitted, and seck grace to act as becomes the 
children of God. 


Tues.—Acts 16: 6-15. Obeying the Call. 

‘*¢ The Spirit of Jesus suffered them not.’’ 
The s/ops as well as the steps of good men 
are ordered by the Lord, and there is as real 
obedience in standing still as in going for- 
ward if he commandsit. Every true servant 
of Christ commits his actions to the Lord, 
and is thereby restrained from evil and led 
into full blessing. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Seek to-day for 
the true spirit of committal, Pray for grace 
to take no step withoul the divine sanction. 
Pray to be saved from carking care and 
overburdening anxiely regarding your life, 
The Pillar Cloud is leading, and all trust- 
ing hearts will follow restfully. 


Wed.—Neh. 2: 1-8. Nehemiah’s Call, 

The dire need of his city constituted a loud 
call to Nehemiah, The condition of Jerusa- 
lem was a burden upon the good man’s 
heart, and all the glory of an Oriental court 
was nothing to him so long as his city lay 
waste. Have our ears caught the moanings 
of the lost? 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for a sensi- 
tive soul that can be moved with compassion 
Jor the perishing. Pray also for that wis- 
dom which wil/ enable you to combine earn- 
est efforts with prayer and faith. Pray for 
the unreached thousands and tens of thou- 
sands in all our big cities. 


Thurs.—Isa. 45- 1-7. Call of Cyrus. 

Cyrus is here called God’s ‘‘anointed,”’ 
and this is the only instance where the word 
is applied to a Gentile. He is so styled 
because he was designed and fitted for God's 
service by the counsel of God. We may be 
assured that they whom the Lord calls to 
his service will be qualified for it at his 
hand, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Pray for all Chris- 





Meal-Time Conscience 
What Do the Children Drink ? 


There are times when mother or father 
feeds the youngsters something that 
they know children should not have. 
Perhaps it is some rich dessert, but 
more often it 1s tea or coffee. 

It is better to have some delicious, hot 
food-drink that you can take yourself 
and feed to your children, conscious that 
it will help and strengthen, but never 
hurt them. 

A Yorkstate lady says: ‘'I used coffee 
many years in spite of the conviction 
that it injured my nervous system and 
produced my nervous headaches, While 
visiting a friend I was served with 
Postum, and I determined to get a pack- 
age and try it myself. The result was 
all that could be desired—a delicious, 
finely flavored, richly colored beverage. 
Since I quit coffee, Postum has worked 
wonders for me. 

‘*My husband, who,had suffered from 
kidney trouble when drinking coffee, 
quit the coffee and took up Postum with 
me, and since drinking Postum he has 
felt stronger and better, with no indica- 
tion of kidney trouble. 

‘‘You may be sure I find it a great 
comfort to have a warm drink at meals 
that I can give my children, with a clear 
conscience that it will help and not hurt 
them as coffee or tea would.” 

Name given by Postum Co., 
Creek, Mich. 

Postum comes in two forms 

Postum Cereal —the original form— 
must be well boiled. 15¢ and 25c pack- 
ages 

Instant Postum—a soluble powder— 
dissolves quickly in a cup of hot water 
and, with cream and sugar, makes a de- 
licious beverage instantly. 30c and s50c 
tins. 

Both forms are equally delicious and 
cost about the same per cup. 

‘* There’s' a Reason” for Postum. 

—sold by Grocers. 


Battle 
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tian work among the Orientals in the United 
States, for all such work has an important 
bearing on carrying the Gospel to the lands 
Jrom which the Orientals come> Pray for 
their Sunday-schools, night classes, and 
services for — preaching, and especially 
Sor any who have been brought to Christ 
among them, 


Fri.—Matt. 10: 1-15. Call of Apostles, 

The apostles had before been called to 
Christ and made his disciples. They are 
now called to fuller service, and it is no light 

errand on which they are sent. Christ’s 
work never was and never will be easy, but 
if he sends us forth we can remember that 
**his commands are enablings.’’ 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for all for- 
eigners who have settled in this country. 
Pray that all Christians may manifest in 
their intercourse with them the true Chris- 
tian spirit of courtesy and charity that will 
remove all prejudice and open the way for the 
acceptance of the Gospel. Remember it costs 
nothing to be kind and pleasant, 


Sat.—2 Tim. 2: 20-26. Avoiding Contention. 

‘There are few things more unbecoming a 
child of God than unseemly contentions. 
‘They disturb the peace of the heart, and 
unfit for effective service. The servant of 
the Lord must be gentle to all men, thereby 
showing that he himself is under the control 
and command of that Gospel which he is 
called to preach. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for a spirit 
of meekness, mildness, and gentleness, for 
deliverance from hasty temper. irritability, 
and harshness in speech and conduct. Pray 
for the healing of all family and domestic 
disputes, and for the reconciling of friends 
who have been separated by any kind of mis- 
understanding. 


Sun.—2 Cor. 4: 7-18. Seeing Things Eternal. 

It requires faith to see the things which 
are eternal. And note the difference be- 
tween them and the things temporal. Too 
many are like Demas who loved this present 
world,—that is, the world ear at hand, and 
thereby shut out the real, certain, and eter- 
nal. What folly, since the soul is made to 
live forever. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Pray for thé rising 
generation, the children and young people 
who are following after their “Sathers and 
mothers. Think of all the young men and 
jyoung women and children of this.age,.and 
pray for their associations, societies, and 
unions, and for all agencies at work among 
them. i 
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The best place for rest or recreation 
or recuperation is 


ATLANTIC CITY 
CHALFONTE 


is especially well adapted to accom- 
modate those who come to secure them. 


Write for Mustrated Folder and Rates to 


THE LEEDS COMPANY 


On the Beach Always Open 


Behold 
the Morning! 


The Imminent and Premillennial 
Coming of Jesus Christ 


By C. F. Wimberly, B.A. 


With forceful emphasis the author directs fresh 
attention to the second coming of the Lord. 
With millenniums of civilization shot and crum- 
bling to pieces, Mr. Wimberly discusses what 
he calls a lost doctrine, the probability of its 
near fulfilment, and what it means and will 
mean to the future of the race. 


Cloth, $1.00 net, postpaid 
For sale by The Sunday School Times Company 


1031 Walnut Street, - - Philadelphia 
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LESSON FOR JUNE 4 (Acts 15 : 36 to 16 : 15) 


Can You Answer These 
Questions ? 
= By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 
486. In whose army were 185,000 men slain 
in the dark by an unseen foe? 
487- bey prayer added fifteen years to his 
ife ? 
488. Who broke the brazen serpent that 
Moses made, and why? 


489. What people forced a victorious army 
to feed, clothe, and restore 200,000 
captives to their own land? 

490. What king burned his children in the 
fire as a sacrifice to an idol? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 

481. The Nazirites (Num. 6 : 1-8). 

482. The man who gathered fuel on the sab- 
bath day (Num. 15 : 32-36). 

- 483. Jonadab, the son of Rechab, who 
founded the sect of the Rechabites 
(Jer. 35 : 5-10). 

484. Uzziah, king of Judah (2 Chron. 26: 
21); Nebuchadnezzar (Dan. 4 : 33, 34); 
Saul (1 Sam. 10 : 23). 

485. The giant at the battle of Gath whe was 
slain in single combat by Jonathan, the 
nephew of Davia (2 Sam. 21 ; 20, 21). 

PHILADELPHIA, 
















Give your scholars 


The American 
tandard Bibl 


(aa and edited by the 
Revision Committee 


ON 
Children’s Day 
Because it contains the 
Bible Text used exclu- 
ively in. all the. graded 
lessons in all denomina- 
tions. The American 
Standard is the best, 
for it brings the plain 
reader nearer the exact 
thought of the sacred 
writers. 


Ask your Bookseller to show you special 
styles of Bibles and Testaments for children. 


Thomas Nelson & Sons 
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Grace and Power 
SOME ASPECTS OF THE SPIRITUAL LIFE 
By W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


A thoughtful, well written book 
for devotional reading. The ground 
covered is that of the possibilities 
of the Christian life, of the pro- 
vision made for their realization, 
and of the protective grace flung 
around the believer, enabling him 
to hold fast to his ideals. 


Cloth, $1.00 net, postpaid 


For sale by The Sunday School Times Co. 
1031 Walnut Street, - - Philadelphia 
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Billy Follows Moody in Kansas’ City 


How Kansas City was “ put on the map” of revival cities 


By Bernice Frederick 









The work that D. L. Moody laid down just at the close of his life is the 


work that Billy Sunday is now tak 


how the Western city secured Mr. 


up in Kansas City. The story of 
nday and how they prepared for 


his coming suggests that Moody’s vision may be near realization. And 
Billy Sunday’s great predecessor believed that there were possibilities 
in Kansas City above those in any other American city. 


O THE accompaniment of the rain drum- 
T ming upon the tabernacle roof the 
prophetic voice of ‘* Ma’’ Sunday read 

these words ; 

‘¢For as the rain cometh down, and the 
snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, 
but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring 
forth and bud, that it may give seed to the 
sower, and bread to the eater: So shall my 
word be that goeth forth out of my mouth : it 
shall not return unto me void, but it shall 
accomplish that which I please, and it shall 
prosper in the thing whereto I sent it’’ (Isa. 
55 : 10, 11). ; 

It was at the dedication service of the 
tabernacle in Kansas City. In silence and 
assurance ten thousand hearts echoed 
‘*Amen,.”’ 

At the very beginning of the twentieth 
century D. L. Moody came to Kansas City 
to hold evangelistic meetings. [His former 
students were responsible for his coming. 
The interest of the public generally and the 
spirit of the Christians he counted the most 
significant situation he had ever met in any 
city. He had long hoped to find a city 
where Christian forces might dominate the 
community and radiate influence. Condi- 
tions as he found them in Kansas City led 
him to believe that possibly, even probably, 
this might be the city whére he would realize 
his ideal, 

He took full account of the advantages this 
city had over others. There was largely an 
American population (the foreign element 
was then very small, and still is not - large). 
‘There was a lack of organized opposition: to 
evangelism. ‘lhe geographical location was 
unequaled—central, with immense contribu- 
tory territory, destined to be the great dis- 
tributing point of the central United States. 

One can imagine his anguish of mind 
when, just as he found himself on the 
threshold of the century, with its great possi- 
bilities, in the city which seemed to be avail- 
able for the realization of his ideal, his body 
refused to take up the task. Looking about 
him, his eye resting upon one of his students, 
but his weakened voice speaking to all the 
chosen few in the room, he said, ‘‘ A great 
responsibility rests upon some of you to carry 
out this program of capturing Kansas City 
for Christ.’’ 

This sentence sank deep into the hearts of 
his hearers; its thought became dominant in 
their lives and in the lives of others with 
whom they shared confidence. There finally 
was brought about in the fall of 1912 at 
Liberty, Missouri, a conference of laymen (it 
has been an annual affair ever since), where 
the thoughts, hopes, and plans of a body of 
consecrated Kansas Cityans were crystallized 
into the definite purpose to make interces- 
sory prayer the primary agency to realize 
Moody’s vision for Kansas City. 

In 1914, while Mr. Sunday was in Des 
Moines, a committee of five Kansas City 
ministers waited upon him. ‘They promised 
him co-operation and church support, but, 
although well received and assured of his 
willingness to come to Kansas City, they were 
told that it would not be possible for at least 
two years, 





Nothing daunted, the praving continued, 
By the time of the 1915 fall conference at 
Liberty all felt-that the time was ripe for im- 
mediate action, Political conditions were 
thoroughly demoralized. The saloon ele- 
ment dominated the city. The need for im- 
mediate reform was absolutely imperative. 
A city election was at hand, 

Upon their return a meeting was called by 
the attendants at the conference to secure a 
delegation to visit Mr. Sunday at Omaha for 
getting him to Kansas City immediately. 

The delegation of about one hundred ar- 
rived in Omaha on a Monday morning. 
After a happy good fellowship breakfast at 
the Fontenelle, they repaired to a special 
room for conference and prayer. Mr. R. A, 
Long, chairman of the delegation, spoke 
briefly and earnestly, calling attention to the 
thought that the entire business must be con- 
ducted in earnest prayer. He noted the fact 
that business and professional men had sac- 
rificed time and money to accompany the 
party, and he hoped its errand would not 
fail. An atmosphere of deep feeling and 
consciousness of the presence of God settled 
down upon these envoys of a city in need. 

They listened attentively to Dr, ‘Titus 
Lowe, Chairman of the Executive Committee 
of the Sunday meetings ‘in Omaha, as he 
praised Kansas City, but told them it was 
noton Mr. Sunday’s map, as were Boston, 
Louisville, and others, Then with banners 
and pennants the procession started for Mr. 
Sunday’s hotel, 

Here the men filled thé basement dining- 
room, When the elevator dgor opened Ma 
Sunday appeared. She was given a genuine 
welcome, with storms of applause, and wav- 
ing of banners and handkerchiefs. | Real joy 
was in the greeting. Then Mr. Sunday came, 
and the joy was boundless. ' 

Mr. Long spoke directly to. the point and 
with deep feeling. Kansas City sends its 
influence all through the Southwest. The 
business men would meet every request. Dr. 
Donald ‘Munro, representing the Ministers’ 
Alliance, assured Mr. Sunday of the unanim- 
ity and enthusiasm of Kansas City pastors 
over his coming, 

Then the Hon, Henry M. Beardsley told 
Mr. Sunday what it would mean to temper- 
ance if he would come now, and how sincere, 
how earnest, how in prayer Kansas City was 
looking for him xow, Other speakers fol- 
lowed with great earnestness of appeal, but 
with no flattery. 

Mrs. Sunday had listened closely, When 
appealed to by Mr. Sunday, *‘ Shall we, 
Ma?”’’ she suggested, ‘* Will you not pray?’’ 

‘*For five minutes Billy Sunday poured 
out his heart, his questions, his Joad, his 
passion, his doubt at the cross-roads, in the 
ear of One whoseemed standing at his side.’’ 
The delegation had never heard the like be- 
fore. : 

After consultation with Mrs. Sunday it 
was found that there was a possibility that 
Louisville might give up her date. May and 
June would be so very warm in Louisville 
that conditions would not be the best for 
meetings there at that season. Mr. Long and 
Judge Wallace were sent with Mrs. Sunday 
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to Louisville. Every argument brought. out 
in Omaha, where the campaign had twice 
been postponed to advantage, was repeated 
there,—and effectively, 

So greater Kansas City, with its half-mil- 
lion people, has Billy Sunday. One hundred 
and eighty-four churches are co-operating to 
make his campaign the greatest of successes, 
and.the,forty chyunches not actively ¢o-oper- 
ating are in sympathy and accord, A united 
press is beosting and approving, and the 
spirit of anticipation obtains, 

Mr. S. D. Gordon’s Quiet Talks on Prayer 
and Fellowship with Jesus for three weeks 
were used of God to cause more heart- 
searching reflection and repentance than any 
other one agency. Commercial leaders and 
religious Jeaders alike sat under the spell of 
this Spirit-filled man, and the recent Pente- 
costal meeting of the Ministerial Alliance 
might well be said to be the direct result of 
these ministrations. Men of twenty-odd 
years’ membership in this alliance frankly 
admit that they had never had sucha meet- 
ing. Brother acknowledged faults and short- 
comings to brother, and all received great 
gifts of grace. 

Is it any wonder, in view of all these evi- 
dences of Divine power, that at the dedica- 
tion of the great wooden tabernacle there 
was a more significant dedication of thou- 
sands of human tabernacles? Is it any 
wonder that when ‘* Ma’’ Sunday read that 
Ilis word sha// not return unto him void, 
thousands in faith said ‘* Amen”? ? 

Over 20,000 men and women in Bible 
classes ; 6,426 cottage prayer-meetings, with 
a total attendance of 83,141; a crowded 
tabernacle at the dedication services ; 35,000 
attendance at the three services on the open- 
ing Sunday, despite a steady downpour of 
rain,—these Kansas City revival facts sug- 
gest a beginning that will grow into an un- 
precedented harvest in answer to the inter- 
cession of the past years. 


Kansas City, Mo. 
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and Anaemic 
UST budding into womanhood 


but anemic. You want so much 
to help, but how? That is the 
vexing question. 


With every confidence that it 
will give her real help, you may 
put her on Sanatogen. 


Sanatogen supplies to the pale 
and debilitated just the food for 
tissue and blood building—albu- 
men; and just the element for re- 
vit the nervous system—or- 
ganic phosphorus. It feeds these 

ements in such perfect union that 
even the weakest constitution can 
digest and assimilate them. 


As Prof. C. Von Noorden, of Vienna, 
the great medical authority, says: 

‘e ik } LL when the 

object. i 18 ‘" promote ‘tissue building, as in 
anemia and Lt sere Ag 

And Dr. Ferchmin, the Czar of Russia's 
Private Physician, writes : 

“My daught ho nd 

4 pe ay ny hes greatly benafeed Gr Sena- 


om ppetite wed, her weight in- 
creased apd the clot of her akin” became 


Thousands of physicians—over 21,000 
have written their approval of the use of 
Sanatogen because 
they nm seen how it improves the 
tite, increases physical strength, salle 
the blood current, tones eager yen 













does away with that feeling of weariness 
and lassitude. 

When vou have tried Sanatogen, you 
too will realize how helpful it is im bring- 
ing fresh vigor to the weak and’ anemic. 
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The: Novia People’s ° 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 








Sunday, June 4 


The Consecration of Money (Job 27: 
1-23). Consecration Meeting 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.— Consecrated goods (Gen. 13 : 


1-4). 
TUES. es gree cash (Luke 


16: 
9-31). 

WED. —Giving to God (Exod. 35 : 4, 5, 2I- 
26). 

‘THURS. — Systematic giving (1 Cor.16 : 1,2). 


FRI.—Proportionate giving (Deut. 16 : 17). 
Sat.— Giving the best (2 Cor, 8 : 5). 











Consecrated money in business. 
Why should we give a tithe to God ? 
The joy of giving in God's name. 


ONEY is exchangeable for labor, or 
even life. © All money is the result of 
some one’s toil, The man who has 

it may not have been the one who produced 





‘Children at Home 





Jerry’s Bubble Party 
By Janet Thomas Van Osdel 


’M going to have a party to-day,” an- 
nounced Jerry on the morning of his 
sixth birthday. 

Uncle Jimmy stared at him in surprise. 
~He and. Jerry were alone in the house. 
Jerry’s mother and father had been called 
away to grandmother, who had been taken ill. 

**I guess not,’’ said Uncle jimmy at last. 
‘*Who is to give the party for you? Not 
your Uncle Jimmy !”’ 

** I'll give it myself,’’? said Jerry. ‘I’ve 
got the pipes from last year, and I’ll have 
another soap-bubble party. But it won’t be 
a real party without anything to eat,’’ he 
ended wistfully. 

Jerry invited his six best friends, and they 
all came, even though he told them there 
would be nothing to eat. They blew bub- 
bles until Rosemary blew one as big as a 
five-cent balloon, Then they laid aside the 
pipes and went into the woods, 





it. Other men may. have labored for it, and 
he may merely have been in a position of ad- 
vantage where he could intercept it and with- 
hold ‘most of it.. And not ali money repre- 
sents the same amount of labor. But labor 
lies back of all wealth, labor:of mind or of | 
body. If «mind aad body belong to God, 
then all that they produce belongs to him. | 
If we are Christ’s) whatever we make is his. 
, 5 

And the great blessing of money is that it 
makes it possible for its possessor to transmit 
his labor, his life, by means of money where 
he himself cannot go. We may be obliged 
to live in a quiet country village, and be 
confined to an obscure life, but our surround- 
ing walls canbe transcended. Wecan send 
our lives into ‘the’ slams -of the city, to the 
‘relief of suffering people in ‘other lands, to 
the spread of the ra yy at the ends of “the 


earth, very one st us can liv 
lace ¢ ‘ EYE a ee 
of di dren $s and _" 


Money has no ar to become the owner 
of its makers. And it is a pitiful sight to see 
men and women to whom the ownership of 
money is nothing but slavery to money. 
Once accustomed to this slavery they natur- 
ally submit themselves to other slaveries 
also. But if they make money their servant, 
and learn how to make it do their will and 
God’s will, they learn the secret of a host of | 
liberties. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


“ 


Here as everywhere the thing to acquire is 
the habit of control and use. Giving is easy 
and delightful to all who have come to con- 
ceive money asa traveling agent who can be 
sent anywhere to do our work for us, even 
to far places where we can never go, and 
the temptation to use such a servant wholly 
for our own convenience is easily broken by 
the habit of setting aside part of his time,— 
that is, a fixed minimum proportion of our 
income,—for genuine missionary service, 

b 


Never more than to-day have we been 
called on to consecrate our wealth, Men 
and women and little children are suffering 
in lands to which we cannot go. But our 
money can go there. There are 200,000 
Armenians and Syrians in Northeastern 
Turkey and the Caucasus and Northwestern 
Persia needing help. 

If any one would like to do a deed of help 
for these people, he can send his money, 
which is his deed, to Mr. Charles R. Crane, 
Treasurer of the Armenian and Syrian Relief 
Committee, 7o Fifth Avenue, New York. 

< 


And our local churches and charities, our 
home missionary agencies, and the great, 
wide-reaching work of foreign missions ask 
for us, for our money, which is our surplus 
past life laid up for just such enlargement of 
our present living service of the world. 

“~ 

What we Keep, we lose, 

What we spend, we had. 

What we give, we keep. 


They had been gone only a few moments 
when they came running back, Jerry leading. 

** Come quick, Uncle Jimmy,” he called. 
*« There’s something in the tree that’s trying 
to make soap-bubbles or elsé it’s trying to 
bust itself.’’ 

Uncle Jimmy hurried back with the ex- 
cited children. 

‘* There it is,’? whispered Jerry. 

**It’? was a grayish-brown object about 


| three inches long, with a lumpy body and a 


pair of beautiful, bright eyes, Every other 
second its breast puffed out until it did look 
a little like a soap-bubble, in shape at least. 
And all the while. there was a shrill note 
thrown upon the air. 

** Do you hear that noise? ’’ asked Uncle 
Jimmy. ‘‘ That is the tree-toad’s song. And 
the soap-bubble is his chest expanding when 
he takes in a breath to sing.’ 

*¢ I didn’t: know toads sang !”’ 
errs re. | 
mary,’’ said Uncle Jimmy. ‘* The tree- 
toad’s song is about the first spring note 
heard in the woods, - They beat the birds to 
it. Now, if IT know this fellow, I. believe I 
can give you another treat, though it seems 
a shame’ to disturb him, Watch him and 
tell me if anything happens.”’ 

Uncle Jimmy stood on the stump of a tree 
and gently prodded Mr, Tree-Toad with the 
end of his finger, Instantly he stopped 
singing, the soap-bubble chest became quiet, 
and after a moment’s watchful waiting, he 
hopped up the branch until he came to a 
shelter of green leaves. Not for a second 
did the eager eyes of the children leave him. 

Suddenly Billy cried out, ‘* He’s changed 
his clothes !”’ 

Sure enough, he was wearing a green suit! 

‘* He changes to match his surroundings,’’ 
explained Uncle Jimmy. ‘* When his brown 
coat did not hide him on the limb of the tree 
he hurried to the leaves and took on their 
color. He thinks he ishidden now. Andhe 
won’t sing for a while, either. So let’s go 
back to the house. I believe I smell a birth- 
day cake, and who knows but there might 
be some roses made out of pink ice-cream to 
eat with it?’’ 

**Oh! oh!’’ cried seven voices, 

‘*It’s a real party, after all!’’ shouted 
Jerry. ‘‘And I’ve had a special singer at 
my party, just the way mother has at some 
of hers!’ 
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Free Children’s Day Music 


new services for S. Schools. Samplés free 


4y to Pastors, Supt’s, or Committee. One 
each (5 in all) regular edition for 10 cents. 


Children’s Day Helper No. 2 » 10 cents. 


fA Book of Recitations. Exercises an d Drills. ) 


New Songs of Pentecost No. 1. $15°%s 


the hundred:~ 18 cents each postpaid. Contains 4 
best songs of the high-priced Cools. Intreductory, 
10 cents for one copy. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL EDITION 
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Now it’s a mess! 


Why bother with unreliable shade rollers when it costs only 
a few cents more to have Hartshorn Iniproved Shade Rollers? 
It pays, and 10,000,000 homes have proved that it pays, 
to look when buyi ing shade rollers he this signature : 


No tacks or bother required with Hartshorn Improved Rollers. 
Send for the free book “How to Get the Best Service from your 


STEWART HARTSHORN CO.., Dept, 38, E. Newark, N. J. 
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